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() all the Sets of Religien that have appeared in the - 


world, from Adam down to this time, Popery is cer- 

tainly the moſt ridiculous and pernicieus to mankind. 

The worſhipping of a Crocodile, an Onyon, and 

other things of this nature, is indeed very extravagant and 

fooliſh ; but do not the Papiſts likewiſe worſhip Paper, Wood 

and Stone ? And what is the extravagancy of+ the ancient Hea- 

thens, if compared to that of the Romaniſts, who believe that 

theirPrieſts can change a piece of Wafer into the living Body 

of their God, which God cannot defend himſelf againſt Rats 
and Mice? Ed 

As the belief of the Tranſubſtantiation deftroying the evi- 

dence of our Senſes, and the teſtimony of our Reaſon, renders 

Men Brutes inſtead of rational beings, ſo ſome other Do&rines 


of their Church, ſtriking at the very foundation of Civil Society, 


and depriving them of the very inſtin&s of Nature, render 'era 
Enemies the to reſt of Mankind, and diſpoſe them to all manner 
of Injuſtice, Violence and Opgraſig, Allother Religions in the 
World have contented themlielves with the liberty of profefſing 
their opinions, and endeavouring by reaſon and exhortation, 
to bring others to their Belief, but the, Popiſh Church holds for 
a Maxim, that it is Lawful to ruin people, who differ trom her 
Do&rines, to put 'em to the Rack, and to all other exquifzte 
Torments, under the pious pretence to convert them to the Ca- 
tholick Faith, and if they prove ſtubborn and refra&ory to burn 
or murther them as Beaſts.” What can be more pernicious to 
the World 2 I know the Heathens exerciſed great ſeverities on 
the primitive Chriſtians, but their Perſecution and Violences 
may be lookt upon as the A of private Men, their Religion 
allowing no ſuch thing, whereas all the inhumanities com- 
mitted by the Papiſts — charged upon their Religion. 
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Solemn Oaths and Treaties have been reſpeQed in all Ages, 
and make the foundation of Society, but the whole Church of 
Rome, in a Council tells her Se&aries, that Faith is not to be 
kept with Hereticks; and to remove all ſcruples of timerous Con- 
| ſciences, they have ſet up a God of their own making, who 
pretends to have the power to abſolve people from thoſe obliga- 
tions. TI have read Hiſtories and accountsof moſt Nations in the 
World, bur Iam yet to learn, that any Se& of Religion beſides 
Popery ever held ſuch dangerous Maxims. 
It were to be wiſhed for the good of Mankind, that Papiſts 
might truly ſay, that the opinions I have taken Notice of are 
ſpeculative, or conſequences which they abhor and deny, but 
we have but too many lamentable inſtances, to ſhew that they 
put in practice thoſe Do&rines, whenever they have any oppor- 
tunity, and even that their conſtant aim isto deſtroy the reſt of 
the World,or bring them to their perſwafion,and under theTyran- 
ny of the Pope. I muſt not look fo far back as the Croifades, cx 
barbarous expeditionsagainſt NILES content my 
ſelf with ſome other inſtancesof a freſher date,fuch as the violent 
Reign of our Queen ary, the Bloody Maſſacre of Paris, and 
other Cities in France under Charles IX, the Gunpowder Plot, 
under King James, I. the | barbarons murther of the Proteſtants 
in /reland in the year 1641, the Maſſacre of the Vaudois inthe year 
1655, and laſtly, the cruel and inhumane perſecution of the 
Proteſtants in Hungary, Piemont, and France, whereby the latter 
have been quite extirminated. If theſe inſtances are not ſuffici- 
ent to prove, that the Genius of the Romiſh Church is to per- 
ſecute and deſtroy all Men, who do not ſubmit to her extravagant 
opinions, and that therefore it is the moſt pernicious Se& that - 
ever was, Iam {ure nothing can be proved in the World. 
Neither are the Roman Catholicks aſhamed to own that 
CharaQer. Several Authors have written to prove, that the 
Catholick Faith muſt be-planted with Fire and Sword, and made 
Apologies,or rather Panegyricks on themoſt villanous executions 
Muret Orat that ever were. The famous * Afaret in his Harangue before 
os oo Gregory. XIII, is raviſhed into admiration, conſidering the Ma(- 
arow 1x. © facre of Paris, and fpeaks of it in the following Terms ;- A Me- 
; * morable Night, fays he, worthy of being ingraven in large 
{ *CharaQers in Hiftory, &c. Ithink that the Stars ſhone that 
; © night brighter than uſual, and that the River Seize ſwelled 
©ir ſelf to carry off into the Sea with a greater rapidity the dead 
"Bodies of thoſe impure Perſons (thcReformed.) Oh,thriceHappy 
"Woman K-therine of Medicis, Mother of the King,&c. O happy 
-*Brothers of rhe King, &c. Oh! Glorious and Ong + ay, 
where- 
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* wherein you, moſt Holy Father, upon that Advice, aſliſted a- 1 
* foot to the Proceſſions you had appointed to return thanks to 
* God and St Lewis, What more acceptable news could you have / 
* received,and whatmore auſpicious beginning of yourPontificate, | 
© could wehave wiſhed for, &c. The Author of the Journal des © 
Seavans of Parts, ſpeaking of the Methods to be uſed for con- 
verting Hereticks, commends Force and Violence againſt ſuch 
as are obſtinate, and extols to the Skys the Carholich Zeal of a 
King of Norway, who converted the Noblemen of his Country 

by threatning them to Flea their Children . alive before their exec if © 
they would not conſent to have them baptized, and to be baptized 
themſelves. This is the Language of the Bloody Babylon, who is 
always thirſty after the Blood of the Martyrs, and who calls the 
days = choſe barbarous Maſlacres, her glorioas days, her days of 
Triumph. 

The Church ot Rome having fo openly and ſo often mani- 
feſted her Helliſh Goligns againtt all ſuch who differ from her 
opinions, and eſpecially againſt our Prelates, one wou'd think it 
1s uſcleſs to write upon this ſubje& in a Proreſtant Country, 
where its {ſuppoſed every body knows her treacherous CharaQer, 
and ſtands upon his Guard againſt her malice. I muſt confeſs I 
thought ſo q ſelf, and that the late Revolution had made 
ſuch a breach between Ex2/and and Rome, that we were become 
irreconcilable for ever; but I am ſorry to own that I have 
been miſtaken, and whoſoever will beat the pains to make the 
ſame inquiry that I have made, will find that Popery ſteals 
once more upon us. The Popiſh Prieſts are as buſy and impu- 
dent asever, and pervert to their Idolatry a confiderable number 
of people : there are Laws indeed againſt them, but no body 
minds their execution, and tho their Maſs-Houſes, ereQed con- 
trary to Law, areas well known as publick Market-places, yet 
ſach is our Clemency for 'em, that we very quietly ſuffer their 
evil pra&tices. In ſhort, they have all the Liberties other Subjects 
have, andI defy all of 'em to bring an inſtance, that one ſingle 
Roman Catholick has ſuffered any hardſhip upon account of his 
Religion : Were Papiſts of the ſame temper as other Men, ſo 
great a Lenity would have made them thaniful; but inſtead of 
exprefling any gratitude for our kindneſs, they complain to the 
Court of Rome, that they are ſo miſerably harailed and perſecuted 
in Great Brittain, that the Pope has been obliged to appoint a 
General Faſt in their behalf, Certainly this is a Maſter-piece 
of Impudence, þut at the ſame time the greateſt proof they 
could give of the opinion they have of the Adoderation of our 


Nation, for were not they _ perſwaded that we are mode- 
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rate in that reſpe& toa faulr, they wou'd never have provoked 


us at this rate, 


While they proclaim abroad that they are perſecuted in Great 
Brittain, they proclaim here that the perſecution of the 
French Proteſtants is a Chimera, and I don't know by what 
Fatality it happens,that theirLies find ſome credit even among(t 
the beſt ſort of People. If we believe chem,the French Refugees 
came over all of 'em in Wooden Shoes ;'and Poverty alone, and not 
Perſecution forced them to quit their Native Country, They 
poſitively aflure, that they might go home with a full Liberty 
of Conſcience if they pleaſed, and tell thouſands Lies of the like 
Nature, whereby not only the Mob, but likewiſe too many of 
a higher Sphere, are grown weary of thoſe French: Proteſtants, 
who live amongſt us; to the great ſcandal of our Religion, 
which ought to inſpire us with ſentiments ofCompaſlion, Love and 
Charity for a people, who have ſo much ſuffered for the truth of 
the ſame Religion we profeſs. I know our Common people 
complain that the French Proteſtants take their Bread from 
their mouths, to uſe their own Phraſe 3 but this is a meer mi- 
ſtake, for if any one would make an enquiry into this matter, 
he would find that a world of French Papiſts have ſettled thetn- 
ſelves here ſince the Peace, beſides the great number of 'em that 
were here before. *Tis of ſuch people they ought to complain, 
and with Juſtice too, for ſuch is our folly, if not rather mad- 
neſs, that we think that no Engl;/p, Datch or French Proteſtant 
15 able to make a Perriwig, a Bed, or any other thing ſa well as 
a French Papiſt ; and this 1s the reaſon why ſo many. /rcendiaries 
come and ſettle amonglt us. | 

As theſe inſinuations of the Frexch Papiſts do manifeſtly tend 
to the endangering of our Religion, and the introducing of Po- 
pery among{t us, which is ten thouſand times worſe than the 
moſt violent Plague, I defign to give you a compendious Hiſto- 
ry of the Perſecutions exerciſed by order of the French King on 
his own SubjeRs,. thoſe of his preſent Majeſty in the Principality 
of Oranze, and the Poor YVaxdoxs in the Valleys of Piedmont; and 
were my Book to have the ſame fare as an Account of the ſaid 
Perſecution,publiſhed here in the year 1686, which was burnt by 
the Hangman at the ſollicitation of the French Ambaſſador, I 
am reſolved to call things by their proper names, and ſhew thar 
the Perſecution of the Frencs Proteſtants is the moſt unnatural, 
barbarous and Tyrannical that ever was. . I won't except the vio- 
lence of Antiochus, nor of the antient Perſecutors of the primi- 
tive Church ; tor whoſoever will compare the Perſecutions exer- 
ciſed by thoſe T'yrants, with thoſe that the Proteſtants have ſuf- 
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fer d in France, will agree that the Modern Perfecytors have out- 
done the Antient. Tis true, thatas they have been equally ani- 
mated by the Devil, their A&ions are like enough to: make a 
Parallel, which I won't attempt in this place, there being al- 
ready in print a Parallel between Antioch and ſome of the Mo- 
dern Perſecucors, and materials enough in the excellent Pre- 
face of my Lord Biſhop of Salzbaury to Lattantins's Account of 
the Death of the primitive Perſecutors, to make a much larger 
One. 
I know ſome people will objeR,that the Aahomertan Religion 
is founded upon violence and perſecution, whereas I ſaid that no 
Religion beſides Popery held ſuch maxims ; but I perfiſt in my 
former opinion, and ſay that whatever violences /Aahomet or his 
Setators, committed at firſt, they cannot be charged upon his Re- 
ligion, who has fo much {ofrned thoſe wild Nations who profeſs 
it,that they ſuffer quietly among them the Chriſtians, cho theſe 
believe and fay that Mahumetaniſm is but an Impoſture. A Pro- 
teſtant paying a certain duty. to the Grand Signior, is as free in 
Turkey asin England, and enjoys the prote&ion of his Highneſs as 
much as the belt Muſſulman ; whereas the French Proteſtants, 
tho faithful to a fault to their Prince, and paying heavy Taxes, 
J'© been deliver'd up to the mercileſs fury of Souldiers, tho 
ey had done nothing againſt the Civil Society which deſerved 
the forfeiture of their Lives or Eſtate. In ſhort, to conchide, 
I know that the Spirit of Perſecution is not only warranted by a 
long cuſtom, and continued practice without interruption, in 
the Church of Rome, but that it is confirmed by the authority of 
the Popes, and even of General Councils; whereas I defy the 
Papiſts to ſhew me any other Church, who has perſecution eſta- 


. bliſhed into a Law, and who has always delighted to bath her- 


ſelt in blood, as Popery. 

I defign to divide this Book into three parts. The firſt will 
contain an Abridgment of the condition of the French Churches 
under the preſent French King, fince the beginning of his Reign 

Gown to the year 1685, with a ſhort account of the numberleſs 
vexations and oppreſſions that were made uſe of to extirpate the 
Proteſtants. The ſecond will treat of the Revocation of the 
Edi& of Narts, and of the cruel and unknown methods praiſed 
by the Clergy of France to convert the Proteſtants to the Catho- 
lick Faith, and their ſucceſs therein, together with an account of 
the expedition of the French Troops againſt the Subje&s of his 
Majeſty of Great Britain in the Principality of Orange, and the 
poor Vaadois, And in the third part, I intend to give a relation 
of the condition of ſuch the ſaid Proteſtants, who have remained 
in France, fince the beginning of the late War to this _ a 
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Containing an account of the condition of the French 


Proteſtants ſince the beginning of the Reign of the 


French King, to the year 1685. 


the Third, King of. France, who was murthered at 

St. Clos, near Paris, by a Facobin Fryar called James Cle- 
»ert, whom the zealous Papiſts canonized as a'Saint and Martyr 
che King of Navarr, of the Family of Boxrbon, came to the 
Throne, and was called Henry the Fourth. As this Prince was a 
Proteſtant, moſt of the Roman Catholicks who ſerved under 
him while Henry the Third was alive, deſerted his party, and the 
Proteſtants alone ſtood by him with their Lives and Fortunes. 
But the difficulties that Prince met with from the Papiſts were 
ſuch, that he had the weakneſs to renounce his Religion to ſave 


" He Family of Falois being extin& in the perſon of Heyry 


his Crown. His Converfion, as they called it, diſappointed the , 


deſigns of the Leagxe, and the Kingdom being pacihed, his firſt 
thoughts were to ſettle a laſting Peace and Union between all his 
Subjects in point of Religion, and appointed ſome Conferences, 
wherein the Regulations which were, thought neceſlary for ſo 
good a purpoſe, were debated, and agreed upon. The King ha- 
ving examin'd the reſolutions 'of thoſe Conferences, confirmed 
the ſame by an Edi&, which was called the Edit of Narrs, be- 
£i.1558.cauſe it was given in that place ; wherein it is expreſſed, that 
the ſaid Edict ſhould be perpetual and irrevocable, and that the 
Governours of Provinces and other Magiſtrates ſhould ſwear the 
obſervation thereof. LS 
That ſolemn Edi&, and the eternal obligations the Proteitants 
had laid upon the Family of Bourbon, gave 'em hopes that they 
ſhould not be any more expoſed to the Inbdelities they had mer 
with from the Pamily of YVa/ozs ; but the rage of the Papiſts was 
but ſuſpended for a while, and the Proteltants felt the effe&ts 
tiereof foon after the death of Henry the Great, who was mur- 
thered in Parzs, by a moſt Cathoiick Villain. 
King Lewis XIII. upon his acceſſion to the Throne, confirmed 


*he Edit of Navts given by his Father, and in the _—_— 
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liſhed for that purpoſe, May 22, 1610, that is few days after 
the murther of his Father, clears the Proteſtants from the ca- 
lumnies of their enemies, who accuſed them of having involved 
the Kingdom in Civil Wars. The expreſſions are ſo remarkable, 
that I think it will not be amiſs to tranſcribe here ſome few lines. 
2 Experience,ſays the King,having convinced the Kings our Pre- 

deceſfors,that the Fxry and Violence of Arms have been not only 

w uſeleſs for recalling to the Catholick Church ſuch of our Sub- * 
* jets who have ſeparated from the ſame, but rather highly 
* prejudicial,they employed Lenity by a more happy advice,and 
* granted the exerciſe of the ſaid pretended Reformed Religion 
* which they profeſs. The late King, our moſt honoured Lord 
* and Father, following that example, gave the Edi& of Nats 
** for reconciling all our Subje&s, and the obſervation thereof, 
* and of the regulations madeby virtue of the ſame, eſtabliſhed 
*a firm tranquility amongſt them, which has laſted ſince with- 
* out any interruption. Therefore tho the ſaid Edi& of Nants 
* 1s perpetual and irrevocable, and needs no confirmation, yet that 
** our Subjetts of the (aid Religion may be aſſured of our favour; 
* and that we intend that the {aid Edi& given for the common 
* good and tranquility of our Subje&s, both Catholick and 
* Reformed, be exaQly and inviolably obſerved, we, &c. From 
theſe words it manifeſtly follows, that the Wars upon account 
oft Religion, which had ſo much diſturbed the Kingdom of 
France, were not occaſioned by the Proteſtants, but proceeded 
from the Per/ecuting Genius of Popery, and that the Edi& of 
Nants was irrevocable, and became a fundamental Law of the 
Monarchy. 

The fameKing confirmed it again.in his riper years with the 
ſame reſtri&ion ; and in all theſe Edi&ts acknowledges the Fide- 
lity of his Subjects of the Reformed Religion. However, he 
ſoon forgot the wiſe Maxims he had laid down in the aforeſaid 
Edi&, and being prevailed upon by Jeſuits, and other enemies 
of the Peace of the World, the ſaid Edi& was violated in ſeveral 
parrs of the Kingdom ,and in the moſt material points. Thele In- 
fra&ions occaſioned a new War and new Trouble, which were 
ended by new Edits of Pacification, the laſt of which was given 
at Nijmes in the year 1629, That Prince ſent afterwards Com- 
miſſioners into theProvinces to cauſe thoſeEdi&s to be executed 3 
but notwithſtanding the EdiRs and Declarationg, the Priviledges 
of the Reformed were again violated, and the Council of State 
ave ſeveral arreſts contrary thereunto. 

Lewss XIII being dead, the preſent French King ſucceeded 


him, and following the example of his Father , confirmed 
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the Edi& of Nants, by a Declaration given with rhe conſent of 
the Queen his Mother, and of all the Princes of the Blood, on 
the Sthof July 1643, wherein he acknowledges that the ſaid 
Edi& beins perpetual had no need of Confirmation, bur that 1t 
was fora greater ſecurity, and commands the ſtri&t obſervation 
thereof, | 

The troubles the Minority of the French King was attend- 
ed with, interrupted the Helliſh deſigns of the Enemies of 
the Proteſtants, ſo that they enjoyed ſome Tranquility during 
that time, and expreſſed G reat a Zeal and Fidelity for the 
Crown, that the King himſelf being come to his Maturity, con- 
firmed again the Edits of Nazt- on the 2 1ſt of Hay 1652; and 
owns, that the Reformed had given certain proofs of their Fi- 
delity and Aﬀettion to him during the troubles, Bur that Calm 
laſted but a little while, the King was no ſooner firmly ſettled 
m his Throne, which he owed ina great meaſure to the Prote- 
ſtants, but the Papiſts renewed their deſign againſt them, and 
in the year 1656 obtained a Declaration of the King, whereby 
the former given in the year 1652 was revoked, and the King 
declared, that he would ſend Commiſſioners into the Provinces 
for executing the former Edi&ts and Declarations. The Prote- 
{tants, foreſeeing the deſigns of their Enemies, and that the re- 
voking of the Declaration given in the year 1652, would be of 
a dangerous conſequence, made an humble repreſentation to the 
King about it,and tho the Council of State ordered,that notwith- 
ſtanding their oppoſition, the ſaid Declaration ſhould be regi- 
{tered and executed, yet the National Synod held at Loxdwn in 
the year 1659 took ſuch effe&tual meaſures to prevent the effects 
thereof, that they thought fit to lay it afide , tili a more favour- 
able opportunity, which preſented ſoon after the marriage of 
the King with the Infanta of Spain, and the Death of the Cardi- 
nal Mazarine, who tho an #aliar, would not ſuffer the Clergy 
ro carry things to thelaſt extremities. But before I proceed any 
further, IT am obliged to take notice of the cruel Maſlacre of the 
Vaudois, which hapned in theyear 1655, and the ſeizing of the 
Principality of Orange by the French King: © 

The Churches of the Valleys.of Piedmont, known by the name 
of the Vaudois, boaſt and with much juſtice, to have preſerved 
the Dod@rine, which they profeſs at this day, from the Apoſto- 
lical Times, and therefore ſtood in no need of a Reformation, 
having never received the groſs Errors and Idolatries, with which 
the Church of Rowe had infeted the reft of the World, but ſee- 
:ngthe Do&cine of the Reformers was conform to their own in 
2ll the eflential points thereof, they joined with them, and made 
but one and the ſame Communion, The Papiſts being ſenſible 

that 
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could never overthrow, was an_undoubted proof of the Novelty 
of their own, have lefc no Stone unturned to compleat their 
Deſtru&ion : The Popes have publiſhed Croiſades againſt them, 
and theirInquiſitors have at ſeveral times made uſe of all theCru- 


9 EN 
that the Antiquity of theſe Churches, which all their Ate 


elties?that Hell itſelf could invent, but notwithſtanding their - 


rage and violence, God hath preſerved them by a continual Mi- 
racle cf his Providence, and three and thirty Wars which they 
have maintained, and ſeveral Maſlacres have not been able to de- 
ftroy them. The Valleys they inhabit are neither rich nor plea- 
ant, and they have no Silver Mines, nor any thing elſe of this 
Nature, which may have occaſioned thoſe Wars, eſpecially con- 
caxring oy werealways an inoffenſive people, peaceable, faich- 
ful to their Soveraigns, without ambition, and contented with 
the produt of their Valleys and mo therefore their Reli- 
gion, and no other cauſe has brought all thoſe Calamities upon 
them. All Hiſtorians, even thoſe of the contrary party, are 
agreed that theſe Churches have continued in a immemorial 
poſlefſion of the exerciſe of their Religion before they tell under 
the Dominion of the Dukes or Counts of Savoy, which hapned in 
the year 1233, when Thomas Count of Savoy made himſelf ma- 
ſter of the Cities of Pignero/, and the Valleys of Piedmont, under 
pretence that the race of the Princes of Piedmont was extin&. 
It is allo certain, that the Yaudois did not ſubmit to the faid 
Counts, but on condition, that they ſhould be maintained in 
their privileges ; and accordingly thoſe Princes have from time 
to time, granted them ſeveral Authentick Conceffions, particu- 
larly in = years 1561, 1602, and 1603, which being. ena@ted 
and enrolled in the Senate and Chamber of Accomprs of Tarin in 
the year 1620, in conſideration of a great ſumm of Money paid 
by rhe YVaxdois, as appears by the A of Enrolment, thoſe Con- 
ceſſions paſled in form of an irrevocable, perpetual and inviolable 
Law, which was again confirmed and commanded to be ob. 
ſerved by ſeveral Solemn Decrees of the Dukes of Savoy in the 
years 1638 , 1649, and 1654. | | 
The Yaadois were then very quiet and peaceable in their Val- 
leys under the prote&ion of theſe Laws ; bur their Enemies ta- 
king advantage of the Minority of Charles Emanuel Duke of S4- 
v0y, obtained an Edi& inthe year 1655 , whereby they were 
commanded to depart his Dominions in three days after , the 
publication thereof upon pain of Death and conkfiſcation of their 
Eftates, unleſs they would promiſe to embrace the' Catholick 
Religion in twenty days. A Thunder-Clap in clear froſty 
weather would not be ſo ſurprizing as that Edi& was to the 
C pocr 
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poor Faudeis, who had committed nothing. to deſerve ſuch a ſe - 
vere trearment. They immediately adviſed together, what was 
fit to be done in that difficult jun&ture, and reſolved to forſake 
neither their Country nor their Religion, but to ſend a Depu- 
| tation to their Prince, to endeavour to obtain the revocation of 
that cruel Proſcription. Their Deputies were not adniitted, and 
the Court of Txriz {ent an Army, to force them to comply with 
the Dukes orders. I will not attempt to deſcribe here, the 
cruelties committed by the Soldiers, they are nat to be ex- 
preſſed 3 Exrope was aſtoniſhed thereat, and Poſterity will ſpeak 
of that horrid Maflacre, as one of the moſt infamous and perti- 
dious ARions that ever was committed in the World, They 
murthered all ſuch who fell into their hands, without any di- 
ſtin&ion of Sex, Age, or Condition, after having firſt raviſhed 
the Women, and, in ſhort, executed their Commiſſton in ſuch 
2a manner, that the Church of Rome thougit to have for ever ex- 
tirminated that people. 

However, many eſcaped their Fury, and having gathered toge- 
ther in the Mountains, they maintained themſelves therein with 
ſo much bravery and ſucceſs, that after having ſeveral times 
defeated their Enemies, their Prince was obliged to grant them 
honourable terms by the interceſſion of the Neighbouring 
Princes. 

As ſome French Troops were concerned in that barbarous ex- 
pedition,and had ſhewed themſelves the beſtA&ors in that bloody 
Tragedy, the French Churches upon idvice thereof were under 
an unſpeakable Conſternation, fearing that the Council of France, 
who had been probably concerned in that villany, would take the 
like violent meaſures againſt them. It muſt be confeſſed that 
their apprehenſions were not altogether unreaſonable ; for it was 
as likely then as 'tis. now, that the Popifh Princes had conſpired 
togerher for deſtroying their Subje&s of the Proteſtant Religion, 
They were moleſted in. Germany, their Enemies fomented a 
divition in Swiſſerlard, between them and the Catholick Can- 
tons, fo that ir is believed the French. Kings Council 


began with the Valleys, to try how the Proteſtant Princes 


would reſent it. The Eyvangelick Cantons had no ſooner no- 
tice of 1t, but they writ to the Duke of Savoy in the behalf of the 
Vaudois, the other Proteſtant Princes did the like, but 'tis pro- 
bable that their recommendation. would have- been in vain, 
had not Cromwel. eſpguſed their Party. The. Council of 
France teing afraid of him, the King diſowned what his Troops 
had done, promiſed to puniſh the Commanders, permitted: to 
make a ColleQion for the reſt of the Yandors in his —— 
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offered them a refuge, and to be a Mediator of the Peace, which 
the Duke of Savoy was obliged to grant them ſometime after, 
Theſe good Offices were owing, as I have intimated, to the 
powerful interceffion of Cramwel, who took ſuch meaſures, as 
to 'make them fear a general League of the Proteſtant Princes, 
the very thoughts of which had formerly frighted almoſt Pope 
Clement VIII. out of his Wits. He wrote to the Kings of Swe- 
den and Denmark, to all the Princes of Germany, the United Ne- 
therlands, the SwitZers, and the Prince of Tranſtlvania, with 
ſo much vigour and boldneſs, that one would think, he fancied 
himſelfthe Arbiter of Exrope, as well as the Protetor of England. 
Thoſe Letters contained ſome general refletions on the Com- 
mon danger the Proteſtants of Exrope would” be expoſed to, if 
they ſuffered the YVandois to be quite exterminated, and the m6- 
tives which ought to induce them to a ſpeedy relief, concluding 
with ſome threatning ac—_ againit the Dukeof Savoy, He 
wrote alſo ro the Duke himſelf, and madehim a repreſentation 
of that Maſſacre, which implyed ſome threats. His Letters to 
the French King and Cardinal Idazarine, were written in 
the ſame Stile, which had ſo good an effeR, thar the Duke, 
who had commanded that bloody execution, and the French 
King, who inall likelihood had been acquainted with it, were 
very glad to come. to an agreement, and ſo theEdids of Pro- 
ſcription were revoked, and all the priviledges of the Yaudozs 
irrevocably and definitively confirmed by a 'folemn Pattent, 
which the Duke of Savoy gave the gthof Auguſt 1655, and 
which was enrolled in due form in the Senate and Chamber of 
Accompts of Turin. They had however new troubles to undergo 
in the years 1663 and 1664, tho the King of France was Gua- 
rantee of the former Treaty, but" the matter being compoſed - 
again by .the Mediation of the*Switzers, they enjoyed ſome - . 
Tranquility fince that time, till the latter end of the year 


1685. 
The Inhabitants of the Principality of Orange enjoyed a great 
tranquility under their Vi&orious Princes, but his preſent Ma- 
jeſties Father being dead, the French King ſeized the fame, 
without any other Right, but that of Beinſeance , which we 
cannot expreſs in our Language. While the Marriage of the 
French King with the Infanta of Spain was in agitation, Car- 
dinal Mazarine finding the Court of Aadrid ſomewhat cool, | 
thought fit to give them. ſome jealouſy, and put the King upon 
a journey to Lyons, to ſee the Court of Savoy, which he deluded 
with the hopes ofa marriage between his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 


and the Princeſs.of Piedmont 5 ON thiswas but a feint, as I __ 
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jutimated before, and the Cardinal ſignalized that Voyage by 
two baſe and villanous Aﬀtions. He deceived a Princeſs, whom 
he had flattered with the hopes of a marriage with the King,and 
uſurp'd thePrincipality ofOrange by wreſting it from aPrince,who 
Wasin Feace Bray nd whoſe Anceſtors had been ſo ſervice- 
able to that Crown. The pretence of that Uſurpation was as fri- 
volous, as the thing it ſelf was unjuſt ; the Frezch King pretend- 
ed that there being a diſpute concerning that Principality be- 
tween the two Princeſſes of Orange, he thought fitto ſecure ir, 
becauſe of the conſequences their divihon might have, and yet 
he was no ſooner Maſter of it, but he cauſed all the Fortifications 
of the capital City to be razed, and made ſo many innovations 
in the Government, that jt was eafily diſcovered the Frexch Court 
had ſome further deſign in view. This ARion was doubtleſs 
- unjuſt, and yet the Biſhop of Lavanr in his Speech to the French 
King, on the 9th of February 1661, commends it in the name 
of the whole Clergy of France, asa moſt glorious Deed, and 
thanks his Majeſty for having razed the Fortitications of Orange, 
becauſe, ſays he, one of the Baſtions was ereQed on the ruins of 
a Church, where ſeveral Councils had met. So true it is, that 
Papiſts think, that common Juſtice is not due to ſuch, who 
differ from their opinions. | 

Cromwel being dead, and the Pyrenean Treaty, with the Kings 
Marriage with the Infanta of Spain, having reſtored a general 
tranquility in France, the Clergy reſumed their former deſign 
againſt the Proteſtants, and the death of Cardinal Mazarine, 
happening Afarch 15 , 1661, they thought that they 
had no obſtacleto overcome. I have intimated, that the Cardi- 
nal oppoſed in ſome meaſure their violent enterprizes, but I muſt 
not be underſtood, as if I thought that he had any good inclina- 
tion for the Proteſtants; very far from it, he hated Proteſtants 
in general, but he he knew that the Proteſtant Princes were the 
only Allies that France could depend upon, and he was afraid 
to diſoblige them,for the Papiſts had not. yet found out the ſecret 
to divide the Proteſtants, as they have done fince. The General 
Aſſembly of the Clergy, which met in the year 1661, having 
con(idered of the beſt way to carry on their deſign, drew up a 
Proje& to the following effe&, 

The Bloody means, as Maſſacres and Murthers which, were 
made uſe of in the laſt Century, had very ill ſucceeded, and had 
only ſerved to make the name of Yates odious to the World, 
therefore »t was thought fit to lay them aſide, and they did not 
think that a young Prince, who was not yet fettered with Bi- 
gottry, could be per{waded to conſent to the murther of his Sub- 
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jets. They thought likewiſe, that there was noſafety to asf: 
abruptly the revocation of the Edi of Nants, and of the liberty 
of Conſcience the Kings Subjets enjoyed then, lelt this great 
innovation ſhould occaſion new Troubles, which; would have 
croſſed and quite diſappointed the great deſigns theKing had then 
in view. They reſolved therefore upon a more ſafe method, 
that is, to endeavour by new Edi&s, Arreſts, and Declarations, 
to deprive by degrees the Proteſtants of all the Liberties and 
Privileges, which were granted them by the Edi&t of Narts ; 
and as theſe things were to be done one after another, they 
thought they __ carry on their deſign without any noiſe, 
and even to avoid the ſcandal of perſecution , they agreed to 
begin with the leſs material things, to accuſtom them to the 
loſs of their Liberties, and prepare rhem for the tocal ſubverſion- 
of their priviledges. They added another precaution to the for- 
mer, which was to divide the Proteſtants, for they were yeta 
formidable Body : For that end, they reſolved to deny them 
their National Synods, or general Convocations of all the Depu- 
ties of the Churches of the Kingdom, whereby they maintained 
an intimate correſpondence together, and to forbid them to- 
hold any aſſemblies in the Previnces during the Intervals of 
Provincial Synods, which they likewiſe deſigned to ſuppreſs. 
And the better to effe& this. diviſion of the Proteſtants, they a- 
greed not toattack in'general all the Churches, but ſome in one 
Province, and ſome in another, that they might not ſuſpe& what. 
was the true deſign formed againſt them. 

They reſolved to imploy at firſt the Commiſſion I have al- 
ready mentioned, and which had been laid afide for ſeveral 
years, but that the Commiſſioners, who were to be ſent into the 
Provinces,' under pretence of putting the Edi&s in execution, 
ſhould have a poſitive inftrn&tion , to interdi&. but few 
Churches, and even the moſt inconfiderable, for fear of giving 
the alarm to the reſt, and to ſuffer the Miniſters to continue in 
the places, wherethe Temples ſhould be razed ; but that in a 


ſhort time the ſaid Miniſters and others. ſhould be proſecuted: 


and baniſhed from their reſpe&ive Provinces, and that the Laity- 
ſhould be forbidden to meet without their Miniſters, which. 
they deſigned to prevent by ſupprefiing Colloquies and Provin-- 
cial Synods, and forbidding Miniſters to preach, but. in the. 
Churches to which they did belong 
It was agreedalſo not to ſuppreſs at once the Liberty of Con- 
ſcience,but to undermine itby little and little ,and to begin with. 
ſuch, who being born Proteſtants turned Roman Catholicks, 
and afterward would return to the Reformed Communion, be- 
ing. 
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112 convinced of the errors of -Rome. Theſe they called Relaps, 
who were forbidden to return to the Proteſtant Religion. They 
forbid likewiſe Monks and Prieſts to turn Proteſtants, and ſuch 
who did ſo,were branded with the name of Apoſtates. 

But becauſe the Proteſtants made a conſiderable figure in the 
Kingdom, and that the Clergy was ſenſible, that worldly advan- 
rages were the beſt arguments to convert many, it was reſolved 
to move the King, to preclude them ſuch places, Civil or Mili- 
rary, as were able to raiſe themſelves and their Families, and to 
give em Authority in the Kingdom, as a means to convert the 
createſt Lords amongſt the Proteſtants ; which method proved 
bur too ſucceſsful, as we ſhall obſerve anon, They refolved like- 
wiſe not only to admit no more Proteſtants into places, but to 
turn out ſuch as werein poſleflion of 'em ; and to hinderTrades- 
men from carrying on their profetizon, in orger to reduce them 
to poverty 3 while they ſhould on the other hand offer annual 
Pen{ions, Money, Places, Dignities, Priviledges and Immuni- 
ties to ſuch as would embrace their Religion. 

They hoped that by theſe means the Proteſtant party would 
be very much weakned; but to play a ſure game, as they thought, 
and to ſecure the Children who were to come, they reſolved to 
fuppreſs in a little time the Proteſtant Academies or Univerſities, 
Calledges and Schools, to deprive them of all means of Educati- 
on ; a ſure way to diſpoſe them to ſubmit to the extravagant 


doQrines of the Rowiſh Church. 
And that the Complaints of the Reformed might not ſtop the 


courſe of thoſe violent and unjuſt proceedings, the Council of * 


Conſcience undertook, that the King would not hear the Petiti- 
ons of his oppreſſed Subjets, and that the. Council ſhould take 
no notice of 'em, unleſs it were to paſs a Decree __—_— the Peti- 
rioners. The Courts of Juſtice, called Chambres de Edit, bee 
cauſe they were eſtabliſhed by the Edi&s of Pacihcation, to take 
cognizance 'of the affairs between Proteſtants and Papiſts, and 
therefore were compoſed of an Equal numver of both parties, 


- proved agreat obſtacle to the deſigns of the Clergy, but they ſoon 


got the ſuppreſſion of 'ew, and the Proteſtants were thereby left 
expoſed. to rhe mercy of the Intendants, Parliaments, and infe- 
riour Magiſtrates, who being all Roman Catholicks, were their 
adverſaries, their Enemics and their Judges. T hey hoped by all 
thoſe vexations to obligermoit of the Proteſtants to forſake their 
Religion and embrace the Popiſh,notwithitanding the oppoſition 
of their own Conſciences, and that after having thus leflened rhe 
number of the Reformed in France; after having deſtroyed all 
their Churches,driven away their Miniſters,and ſubverted all their 
' Pri- 
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Priviledges, they might obtain an intire revocation of the Edi& 
of Nants. They ougny, that ſuch of the Reformed, whoſe con- 
ſftancy ſhould reſiſt all the temprarions aforeſaid, would be ar laſt 
overcome by the laſt ſtroke, ani that ſecing themſelves without 
any Miniſter, Churches, or publick exerciſes of Piety, without 
any ſupport or Maintenance, Honours or Dignities, they . 
would be quickly weary of that miſerable Life, and embrace a 
Religion, which offered them all the advantages of this Life, 
But becauſe they ſuppoſed that ſome would ft1}l pecſevere in 
their Religion, the Kings Confeflor and Director of Conſcience, 
were to take care to prepoſleſs his Majeſty againſt them as Opinia- 
tres, and refractory, in order to diſpoſe him to deliver 'em up 
om with their Families and Eſtates, to the mercy of his 
= _ who would take care to convert them to the Catiolick 
Church. | 

Such was the plan or proje& contrived for the ruin of the 
French Churches, which was exactly followed by their perſecu- 
tors, in order to undermine the Edit of Naxts, till they found 2 
favourable opportunity to revoke that Edi&, which was done in 
the year 1685, in ſoviolent a manner, that all the Records of 
time cannot produce an initance of ſo much jzſtice, Perfidioul- 
neſe, Cruelty, and Impiety, and which will be an eternal blot to 
the Reign of the French Kings, notwithſtanding what the Bo;- 
fleans, Racines, the Biſhops of Aſearx, and other Mercenary 
Pens can write to the contrary, for what is the denyal of fome 
few Perſons, of a pack of Lyers fold to iniquity gagainſt the Evi- 
dence of one Million of Eye witneſſes, Men of Honour and Pro- 
bity, who are diſperſed all over the World, only for adhering 
to their Religion. I am ſenſible theſe names ſound very harſh , 
but when I conſider that thele very people, have ſo little regard 
to their Reputation and CharatQter, as to publiſh, that there has 
been no perſecution in Frazce, I think I ought not co be more 
tender of it my ſelf,and this is a piece of ///any not to be varniſhed 


over. 
But leſt the Proteſtants ſhould leave the Kingdom,and ſettle it 
ForeignCountreys,to the great prejudice of France,it was agreed, 
that care ſhould be taken to prevent their going out, and levere 
prohibitions were ſoon after publiſhed, whereby {uch who ſhould 
be taken leaving the Kingdom were condemned to the Galleys, 
where great numbers were ſent only upon that account, as we 
ſhall obſerve in its place. They knew the diſmal conſequences 
the retreat of the 4007s out of Spain had brought upon that 
Kingdom, and by theſe ſevere orders, they hoped to prevent 
the like. We may add another reaſon to this, which goes a great 


way with men of ſuch wicked principles, that is, the ——_* 
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'they flattered themſelves with, tohave always at their mercy a 
poor people ro torment as they ſhould think fit. 

This Plan being agreed upon, the only difficulty which ob- 
ſtructed their deſign, was the King himſelf, They knew what 
his Majeſty had publickly owned in his Dcclaration in the year 
1652, their fidelity and great fervices; that the ſame were prc- 
claimed both at Court and in the Field, and that the Queen Mo- 
had acknowledged upon ſeveral occations, that the Reformed 
had preſerved the State, and ſettled the Crown upon the Head 
of her Son. Theſe conſiderations made them fear, that the 
King would hardly be per{waded to ruin a poor People, who 
had maintained him in his Throne ; but conſidering on the other 
hand, the great diſpoſition his Ma eſty had ſhewed in the year 
1656. to forget thele important ſervices, and to revoke his De- 
claration of the year 1652, they did not deſpair to give ſuch a 
turn even to their Fidelity, as to render it Criminal, or at leaſt 
ſuſpicious, and to induce the King to ruin the Proteſtants, by a 
—_— which ought to have inſpired him with an. eternal gra=- 
titude. : 

They repreſented the Reformed as the moſt pernicious of all 
Hereticks ; as a Cabal of impious and prophane people, who 
trampled under foot the moſt ſacred mytteries of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and who had ſeparated themſelves from the Charch 
only out of a Principle of Libertiniſm. They traduced them as 
publick Icendiaries, who had occaiioned the Civil Wars and 
troubles the Kingdom had been conſtantly afflicted with fince 
their firſt appearing in the World ; who delighted in diſorders, 
in hopes to {cttle their Hereſy on theRuins of the Church and the 
publick Peace, and who were always diſpoſed to rebel againſt 
the Royal Authority. 

They repreſented on the other hand to the King, 1. That 
he could do nothing fo becoming a oft Chriſtian King , and 
Eldeſt Son of the Church, as to extirpate Calviniſm out of his 
Dominions. 2. That rhis Sacred and Religious Actions would 
render his name immortal, and raiſe him to a degree of Glory, 
which his Predeceſlors could never attain to, tho they ſpared 
neither Fire, Sword, or Maſlacres in hopes of it- 3. That the 
extirpating of Rereticks, would ſettle his Crown for ever, for 
his Authority could never be firm as long as there was ſo great a 
party of Rebels in his Deminions, - 

They came then to the niceſt point, 2iz, the ſervices the 
King received from the Preteſtants in his Minority, which they 
miſrepreſented with ſo much malice and dexterity, that rhis 
very thing was the principal and moſt eflential cauſe of their 
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Ruin, and of all the miſchief they have fince ſuffered. Poſte- 
rity will hardly believe this, but there is nothing more certain 
in the World, and their Enemies have upon ſeveral occations 
owned the truth of ir. They repreſenced to his Majeſty, thas if 
the Proteſtants had preſerved the State, as the Queen Mother 
had ſeveral times expretled it, it was plain that. they might have 
overturned it, if they had ftided with the Prince ofConde, an1 
that they might change the Conſtiturion thereof upon the leaſt 
diſguſt ; that therefore it was neceſlary to ſuppreſs their party, 
and that the good rney had done was no longer to be regarded, 
but as an Indication of the miſchiet which they might be capa» 
ble of doing, whenever they pleaſed. This argument was reliſh- 
ed as a refined piece of Policy, and the King was ſo far convinced 
thereby, that he delivered up his Reformed Subjects to the cru- 
e'ty and violence of the Clergy, and became hunſelf. cheir moſt 
1mplacable Enemy, forgetting all their ſervices, and the Pro- 
tetion and Juſtice he owed them as their King. His Ears were 
continually ſhut againſt their crys and complaints ard his hand 
always ready to fign Edidtsand Declarations againſt them, ſo 
that the Clergy being aſlured of the Kings readinefs to do wiat- 
ever they pleaſed, took ettetual meaſures to put their projeted 

delign in execution. | 
The Popiſh Clergy, it ſeems, would not have the Proteſtants 
to be ignorant of the true occa(ion of their ruin, for to convince 
them, that the Zeal they had exprefled for the King in the late 
Civil Wars, was the motive which induced his Majeſty to ſup- 
preſs their Religion, they began their perſecutions with - thoſe C;- 
ties, which could on rhe greateſt ſervices. Roche/ underwent an 
infinite number of Preſcriptions, and Aontanban was ſacked by 
Soldiers, under the Command: of the Marquis de $+ Lac, the 
Kings Lieutenant in Gxzenxe, ro whom they had lately afforded 
a Sancuary, after his overthrow at Miradoux by the Prince of 
Conde, There was indeed a (light pretence for that Military exe- 
cution, for the Proteſtant Scholars had oppoſed by force the In- 
vaſlion of the Jeſuits ; but to let the World know that the Con- 
verſion ofthe Hugxenot s was aimed at, ſuch of them who would 
turn Papiſts were immediately eaſed of the Soldiers quartered 
upon them, with this modification, that if the Husband alone 
imbraced the Catholick Faith, one half of the Soldiers were diſ- 
milled, and the reit continued to convert his Wife and Chil- 
dren This ſeverity had nor the effe&t they expeRted ; they 
made but few Converts, and the Troops were no ſooner removed 
from that Town , bur they returned to the Proteitant Reli- 
gion, and begged publick pardon for their Weakneſs. This was 


" the firit Eitay of the Dragoonal Mifhen, which was afterwards 
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uſed through the whole Kingdom in the year 1685. 

The Proteſtant Party being till very conſiderable, it was 
thought adviſeablerto ſuſpend thoſe violent proceedings till the 
id weakned and undermined them by degrees. It would be a dit- 
fcult matter to give an exact account of-the ſeveral methods they 
employed to carry on their deſign, for never humane malice pro- 
duced ſuch multiplicity of 'em, and every day brought forth new 
ones for five and twenty years together. Such a task requires 
nore leiſure than I have. T1 muſt therefore content my elf to 
rake notice of the chizf of 'em, which Fl bring under the 12 fol- 
lowing Heads. ; 

The firft relates to the adminiſtration of Juſtice. The 2d to 
another fort of Perſecution, wherevy theProteitants were not only 
deprived of Offices of Judicature,but likewiſe of all other Imploy- 
ments, and even from the liberty of following their Profeſfions, 
Arts,Trades,and in general cf all ways of ſubſiſtance. 3. The quar- 
tering Soldiers upon Proteſtants, 4. Several methods uſed-to ob- 
lige Proteſtants to turn Roman Catholicks. 5. The Perſecu- 
tions againſt Children 6. The prohibition made to ſeveral per- 
ſons to turn Proteſtants. 7 . The perſecution in particular a- 
gainſt Miniſters. 8. An Interdition of ſeveral Churches. 
9. Another perſecution which was made uſe of to ruin ſuch 
Churches, the Titles of which they could not diſpute. 10. The 
perſecutions the Proteſtants ſuffered from the Clergy in particu- 
lar, and the proceedings of that Afembly for advancing their 
ruin. 11. The Declarations whereby the Preteſtants were for. 
bidden to leave the Kingdom, and the Penalties they were con- 
demned to.12. The Artifices uſed to make the World believe,that 


the King did not deſign to extirpate the Proteſtant Religion in his 


Dominions, Fc. | 
The firſt perſecution I have taken notice of, relates to the Ad- 


miniſtration of Juſtice, which may be looked upon as the ſource 


of all others, for the Proteſtants were thereby lefr _— to the 
mercy of their Enemies. King Henry IV. being ſenfible of the in- 
juſtices the Proteſtants had received from Popiſh Judges, and 
that there was no other way to remove theſe diſorders, than by 
eſtabliſhing the ſupream Courts of Judicature called the Chambers 
de 1 Edit, compoſed of an equal number of Popiſh and Prote- 
ſtant Judges, that Jultice, ſays he, in the 2oth article of the Edi& 
of Nazts be adminiſtred to our Subjedts without any ſuſpicion, 
hatred, or favour, as the chief means to maintain them in Peace 
and Concord. Theſe Chambers were a great odftacle to the vio- 
lent deſigns of the Clergy, and therefore their firit endeavours 
were to ſuppreſs them. "They attempted at firſt to leffen and un- 
dermine their authority, but finding the Court favourable cotheir 

| | | deſigns, 
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deſfizns,that they obtained in the year 1669 the ſuppreFon cf che 
Chambers of Paris and Rozen, and in the year 1679. that of the 
reft, viz. thoſe of. Langredor, Grnienne, and Danphine, The Ma- 
gittrates werereunited to their reſpeRive Parliaments, but the 
Proteſtants could never fit in the great Chamber, to which, by a 
moſt nocorious piece of Injuſtice, all the affairs of Proteſtants were 
referred. It mutt be alſo obſerved, that Archbiſhops and Biſhens 
had rizht to fit and Yore in that Chamber, fo that the Proceſtants 
had their greateſt Enemies for their Judges. All the Proteſtants 
in the Courts of Aids, Chamber of Acccmpts, and in general all 
Maziftrates and Juuges, who profeſſed the ſame Religion were 
ſon after turned out, notwithſtanding their repreſentaricns of- 
fered to the King and Council. This Infration of the Edit of 
Nants, was not only fatal to the Churches in general, but alſo to 
particular perſvns, who had a great ſhare in the oppreffion. IF 
any one of them had a Law Suit with a Roman Catholick for a 
piece cf Land, a Houle, or other thing of this Nature, Religion 
was alwa:s one of the Chief Heads of the Controverſy. The 
Prieſts and Monks always concerned therein, and the beſt argu- 
ment the Roman Catholick could urge before the Judges was, 
that the other was an Heretick, and profeſſed a Religion odious 
to the King, which he would have extirpated ; and made ſuch a 
clamour, that ſuch cf the Judges who had yet preſerved any 
ſenſe of Juſtice, durſt not however oppoſe that Blind Zeal, for 
fear of drawing the fury of the whole Cabal againſt them, and 
being traduced as favourers ofHereticks.By theſe unjult partialities 
a world of Families were ruined,and reduced to ro the utmoſt ne- 
ceſlities,and when any one complained, they obtained no other an- 
ſwer but this, 70# bave the Remedy in your hands,why do you not turn 

Catholick, The Parliaments being inveſted with new Autho- © 
rities by the ſuppreſſion of the Chambers of the Edif?, had no other 
thought but to employ it for the extirpation of the Proteſtants, 
and being poſleſſed with an unaccountable hatred againſt the Re- 
formed and the Reformation, the malice of Monks and Prieſts 
could invent og, but what they readily approved. The 
Court favouring the {aid injuſtices, Orders printed at Paris were 
ſent ro all the Cities and Pariſhes of the Kingdom, which im- 
powered the Curates to make an exa&@ inquiry into whatſoever 
the Reformed might have doxe or ſaid for twenty years palt, as 
well as in relation to Religion or otherwiſe, and to proſecute 
them before the Magiſtrates according to the ſeverity of the Law. 
By theſe means the Priſons were filied with pretended Criminals, 
and thothe Witneſles produced againſt them were known per- 


ured Villains, yet the Catholich Zeal of the Judges made them 
D 2 Over- 
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over-rule the exceptions taken thereat, and many innocent and 
virtuous perſons were condeinned to be whipt, to the Gallies, to 
Baniſhments, and if ever a ſpark of Honour or Conſcience put a 
top to the violent perſecution, yet none of the evidence were 
puniſhed - tho conviced of Perjury, 

King Herwry the 4th had declared in the 275th Article of the E- 
dict of Navts, that his SubjeRts cf the Retormed Religion thould 
be capable of holding all Dignities, Offices, Imployments, and 
zublick places of Honours, Profit, Cc. but we have already ſecn 

ow the Offices of Judicature were taken from them, and we 
muſt now in examining the ſecond general Head , ſhew how 
they were deprived of other Oflices, and in general of all means of 
getting their livelihood, 

By a Declaration in the year 1666, the Reformed were de- 
clared uncapable of holding the place of Conſul, or any other 
Municipal Offices. In the year 1680 the King Uiued an order 
whereby the Proteſtants were deprived in general of all kind of 
Offices and Imployments, from the greateſt to the ſmalleſt, to uſe 
the expreſſion of the order, and they were declared uncapable of 
holding or exerciſing any imployment in the Cuſtom-houſes, F:- 
ances, Poſt Office, of being Carriers,Coachmen, of driving Stage 
Coaches, or Waggons, In the year 1681 , by a Decree of 
Council, all Notaries, Attorneys, Sollicitors, and Sergeants of the 
Refurmed Religion, were forbid to praftice their profeſſion, and 
about the year 1682 all Lordsand Gentlemen were ordered to 
diſcharge their Servants and Officers of the ſaid Religion, wirh- 
out any other reaſon, but that of their profeſſion. In the year 
1683 all Officers belonging to tne Kings Houſhold, and thoſe of 
the Princes of the Blood, were-deprived- of their Offices. In the 
vear 1684 all Secretaries belonging to the King and other great 
Officers of the Crown, were deprived of their places, and of the 
Pciviledges belonging thereunto. 

The Proteſtants being diſperſed all over the Kingdoms of 
France, it was impoſſible that all of 'em could ſubſiſt upon their 
own Eitates, and therefore it was but juſt, that they ſhould have 
the Liberty of ſerving the publick either in Offices, Trade, Arts, 
or Faculties,each of 'em according to their calling. This had been 
iuficiently provided for in the Edi& of Nazts, but as the detign 
of th2 Court was toreduce the Proteſtants to the laſt miſery, in 
order to their converſion, they found a thouſand vexations to 
prevent the Proteſtants from receiving the degrees of Dr of Laws 
or Phytick, and their Chyrurgeons and Apothecaries had much 
ado to be received Maſters. The inferior Tradeſmen met wich 
ihe ſame dificulries, and an Arreſt of Council was publiſhed in 
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the year 1664, whereby the King revoked and made void all the 
Freedoms he had granted to Proteſtants, upon occafhon of the 
Peace, his Marriage, and the Birth of the Dauphin. - Another 
Arreit of Council in the year 1667 reduced the Artificers of the 
Province of Languedoc to one third part. The Guldſmiths cf Row- 
en by an order of the Court of the Mint of the year 1666 were 
reduced to one 15th part, and by ſeveral Arreſts, the Proteitanrs 
were prohibited to follow tine profeffion of Cap- makers, Embroy- 
derers, and Semſtreſles, 

There remained only a profeſſion, which was free to Prote- 
ſtants, which was AZ:dwifry, but inthe. year 1680 the Frenc!: 
King publiſhed a Declaration, wizereby all perfons of the Re- 
formed Religion were forbid ro preſume to follow that profcihon 
any more, and it was expreſicd in the preamble of the ſame, thar 


_ the Popiſh Midwives ſhould be impowered to Chriſten the Chil- 


dren, This Declaration frightrned more than all the reſt the 
poor Proteſtants, for 1t was whiſpered about that time, and nor 


. without ſome grounds, that the Papiſts had formed the ſame de- 


fgn againſt. the Children of the Proteſtants, that Pharaoh put in 
prattice againſt the Poſterity of Facob in eAzgypr. 

While they were endeavouring by theſe injuftices and violences 
toruinthe Proteſtants, ana reduce them to Beggerie , the Clergy 
raifed a Fund, and appointed Commiſſioners to treat with ſuch 
who would fell their Souls; with this difference, that the price 
they gave for 'em was different according to the Quality of the 


perſon, and they paid a greater ſumm for the Soul cf a Geat/ermaan 


than for that of a Scor, as if both were not equally precious before 
their Maker, This pious Trade was countenanced at Court, and to 
inlargeand make 1t more ſucceſsful, the Council iflued an order, 
by which the New Converts were diſcharged from the payment 
of their debts for three years, which proved a great prejudice to 
Proteſtants, who were generally their chief Creditors. By this 
order they found the ſecret to recompence thoſe who changed 
their Religion, at the charge of thoſe who continued firm therein; 
and to crown all the injuſtice aforeſaid, if two Proteſtants in 
YDartnerſhip contrated any Debts, and, that one turned Roman 

atholick, the King was pleaſed to diſcharge his Convere of that 
Debt, ſo that the other was obliged to pay all, 

To all rhe grievances aforeſaid, we muſt add two or three more 
very material, firſt the prohibition to (ell their EJates on any 
pretence whatſoever, the King annulling and breaking al} Con- 
rracts relating to that matter, if it did not appear they itaid in 
the Kingdom a whole year after. 27 The Intendants in their: 
reſpective Diſtricts, had orders to load rhe Reformed with 2p: 

pree 
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preflive Taxes, which were called the Taxes of the NewCarbolicks, 
becauſe theſe New Converts were freed for ſome years of Taxes 
iD our cf their Converſion, 

The Military Officers were not quite ſo much abuſed as the 
Civil, but however we mutt obſerve, that nothing but long ſer- 
vices and an extraordinary merit, could advance them to the 
place cf Captains, Majors, Lieutenant Collonels, and Collonels, 
which were bur few, and that they were forced to ſtop there, 
racir Religion precluding them all Governments or Dignutics, 
which their ſervices deſerved 3 and they wete plaialy rold, that 
ther Religion was the occaſion of it, ſo that they had the norti* 
fication to ſee Scoundrels, Footmen, and other deſpicabte Fel- 
lows ſet over their Heads, becauſe of their Catholicity. The 
Count de Roye and ſome few others of great Quality were indeed 
advanced ſomewhat higher; but the former, tho of one of the beit 
Families in France, and of an extraordinary merit aad long 
ſervices, could never obtain the Baroon of Mareſchal of France, 
nor any Government, while his Brothers in Law Meflieuts de Dx-, 
r.4s and Lorges, tho inferiour to him in every reſpeft, were ad- 
vanced to that Diznity. I do not however pretend co ſay, that 
thoſe two Lords had no perſonal Merit, I know better things, but 
(ure I am, that their Converſion contributed very much to their 
preferment. The ſervices of the Count de Roye were fo eminent , 
that his very preſence was an undeniable proof of the Kings ingra- 
titude, fo that they thought fic toremove him upon ſome hov- 
nourable pretence, and he was ſent to Dezmark, to command 
the Damſh Forces as Generals He quitred that Country 
ſome time after arid came into £»gland, wherg he dyed ſome years 

ago, 

The great Duke of Schomberg , being a German by Birth, did not 
meet with ſo many obſtacles in his way, as the Count de Roye, and 
was created Mareſchal of Fr.emce ; but notwithſtanding his great 
merit, he had much ado to obtain for a reward of his ſervices 
the Liberty to quit that Kingdum, without being moleſted, Ir 
may be, that they were affraid that the Dragoons themſelves 
had too much humanity left , to proſecute and torment a Man, 
who had fo often headed them againſt the Enemies of the Na- 
tion. 

All the Yexations I have taken, notice of, were very proper to 
e1ve a diſguit of the Proteſtant Religion ro ſuch who preferred 
Worldly advantages to the Croſs of Chriſt and their eternal 
Salvation, and it mult be confeſſed that a conſiderable number of 
Reformed were thereby perverted to the Romiſh Idolatry. One 
was baited with a Civil Office,another with a Military Command, 

and 
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and others tempted by a cruel necefiity, being deprived of all 
means of maintaining themſelves and their Families However 
the Converſions being too if} >w, and the Methods aforeſaid pro- 
ving nut effeftual enough, the Peiſecutors took uther meaſures, 
which promiſed them a more and ſpeedy fucceſs, and the beit way 
they pitched upon, was the quartering of Soldiers at diſcretion 
upon Proteſtants. 

They knew the Chara&ter of the French Troops, and indee4 
what fitter Miſſionaries could the Bloody Bab»los have choſe, 
than Troops, who had committed ſo many Murthers and Maſja- 
cres at &odengrave, and the Palatiaate, and who had diveſted 
themſelves of all ſenſe of Humanity and Compaſſion, Theſe New 
Miſſionaries had a very large power, for Murther and Rapes cx - 
cepted, they had a full Liberty rodo whatever they thought fic 
to convert the Reformed , and oblige them to go to Mats. 
This mojt Chriſtian method was not at firſt uſed throughout the 
Kingdom , but Poittox , Sainton, and the Town of Bergerac 
were pitched upon, to be the firſt Theaters of their violent Perſe- 


- Cutions, Which hapned in the year 1681. 


The Proteſtants being very numerous in Poidtor, they had op- 
poſed with more vigour than others, the execution of the Coni- 
miſſion I have mentioned in the beginning of this Work, and 
the Court looked upon them ſince that time as Rebels Theſe 
_w the firſt Victims that were delivered to the Fury cf the Sol- 

iers. 
One AHarillac was then Intendant of that Province, and as he 
knew that the beſt way to great preferments was to fer up for a 
Converter, he undertook that task in his Diftri&t , and appointed 
publick Offices, where people nn ſell their Souls for money. 
He met with very few of ſuch baſe Creatures, and therefore he 
imployed more effe&ual means of ſucceeding in his meritorious 
work, He quartered at firſtthe Archers of the Provoſts upon 
them, bur ſeeing that they were ſomewhat kind to their Neigh- 
bours, he ſent for ſome ſanding Troops, whom he quartered at 
diſcretion upan the Retormed; and leſt humane mature ſhould be 
frightned inco Compailion, he quartered ſome Capuchin Fryars 
with them to ſtrengthen them 1n that pious Work, againit any 
ſuch Weakneſs. They Threatned, Blaſphemed,-Plundered,Burnt, 
deſtroyed every thing, and exerciſed unheard of Cruelties, upon 
perſons of all Sexes and Ages. They put ſome to theRack, almoſt 
killed others with blows , dragged ſome into the Churches, 
carryed Others thither wrapped up in their Sheets, and in ſhort 
converted the Men by clapping their Piſto:s ro the Breaſts, and - 


the Women by threatning to raviſh them. The EE of 
| that. 
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that Province ſent ſome Gentlemen of the beſt Quality to Court, 
to comnlain ofthe barbarities of the cruel Afariac, and preſent- 
ed a Peticion,conraining a. bare account of the matters of Fact,but 
the (awe being handed ro ihe Ring by the Marquis de Loawois, his 
woit Chriltian Majeſty was pleaſed co fay, that that account was 
Aulic. ang videred the ſaid Depurics to depart the City of Paris in 
| 24 hou!'s, 

| v7 he poor people, who were overcome by that cruel perſecu- 

| tion, had no ſooner time to breathe, but they proteſted, that 

| what they had done was by force and violence, and ought nc: to 
| bs taken for an abjuration, which drew upon them a ſecond Per- 

{-cutioh, whereby they endeavoured to oblige them to ſubi'1ibe 

| 2 Declaration, containing that they had imbraced the Catholick 

Religion,witout any compuliion or violence; and tho they perſe- 

vered in their refuſal to compiy with the Romiſh Worſhip, yet 

they ſer Guards to the Gates of the Proteſtant Churches to pre- 

vent their going in, and proſecuted them before the Magiſtrates, 

who fined ſome, condemned others to the Priſons, &c . I could 

bring a world of Inſtances to ſhew the barbarity of this Perſecu- 

| tion, bur the Brevity I havepreſcribed to my ſelf does not permir 
| it. However I cannst forbear to mention what follows. One 
| Rimban of the Parith of Y/anzai in Poitfon, a Farmer of the Lady 
of 1a Baroniere, having been cruelly beaten and cut in ſeveral places 

by the Soldiers, was dragged ro the Popiſh Church, where he 

ſtoutly refuſed to ſubſcribe che A& of his abjuration, and ſo they 

were forced to releaſe him.* But as they had dragged him along,and 

© that the Dirt and Blood mixed together made him look moſt 

© difmally, the Dogs of the place took him for ſome ſtrange 

* Beaſt, and being animated by the hallowings of the Soldiers, fell 

© upon him , and before they perceived their miſtake, tore him 

* almolt in pieces, inſomuch that the poor Man expired ſoon after. 

This bloody a&ion was laid open before the Miniſters of State, 

and yet remains at inis day unpuniſhed. The French Clergy 

took great care to magnify the Converſions of the Hyguenors of 

Poiftoxs, and the Lilt of the New Converts were weekly ſhown to 

theKing,whono doubt was excecaingly pleaſed with the ſucceſs of 

his pi.us intentions. A great numoer of Protcſtanrs then left the 

Kingdom of France, and retired into England, where they met 

with a very charitable and kind reception. 

« The Province of $a:z#tonpe felt rhe cftetts of the Nighbourhood 
of Poittou. One Carnaraict Governor of Broxage having advice, 
that the French King had highly applauded rhe Zeal of the In- 
2endant Aarillac, thought that the like cruelties would recom- 
an2nd him ro higher preterments, therefore he exerciſed on” +4 
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ſame precautions, with this difference, that he went himſelf in 
Perſon from place to place at the Head of his Garriſon, to convey: 
the Poor Proteſtants, whom he plundered and abuſed in ſuch' 
a manner, that had not the furious Zeal of converting pre- 
vailed in the Court of France, he had certainly been made an 
example, to teach other Governors to undertake nothing, with- 
out the Kings expreſs orders. The Proteſtants complained a- 
2:inſt him, both to the King and to the Parliament of Guiexne, 
but to no purpoſe 3 they were Hagnenors, and the moſt infamous 
a&tions that could be devifed againit them, were not only tolera- 
ble, but highly meritorious. 

While theſe barbarities were aCting in PoifFox and Sainfonge, 
two or three Regiments of Horſe were ſent to preach the Goſpel at 
Bergerac inGuienne,for theſe are the very expreilions of one of the 
Collonels. The pretence of it was, that the Temple of the ſaid 
Town beirig condemned to be razed, and almoſt all the Inhabi- 
tants being Proteſtants, it was nor ſafe ro undertake it, 
without a good Body of Troops. The Temple was quietly de- 
moliſhed without any Commotion, bur yet for all that the three 
Regiments aforeſaid remained for ſeveral months quar- 
tered upon the ſaid Inhabitants, whom they plundered and ruin- 
ed. I cannot forbear to mention, to the immor tal Honour of that 
Town, that the Inhabitants relieved and comforted each other 
with ſo much affeRion, that they revived the Charity of the 
Primitive Chriſtians , having every thing in common amongſt 
them, ſo that their Enemies, notwithflanding their malice and 
fury, gained but two Proſclytes to their Church in that cruel ex- 
pedition. 

The Reformed of the Provinces of Languedoc and Dax- 
phine obſerving thar by the daily incerdiftion and ſuppreſſion 
of their Churches upon ſome 'pretence or other, they 
ſhould be reduced in a very ſhort time to ſo great an ex- 
tremity, as to have no publick exerciſe of their Religion, thought 
that there was no remedy againſt that impending danger, bur to 
appear more firm and conſtant than ever. Therefore it was re- 
ſolved, rhat the Miniſters ſhould Preach in the very places, where 
the exerciſe of the Reformed Religion had been interdi&ed, and 
there was aſecrer meeting at Toxlonſe of the Deputies of ſeveral 
Provinces, to agree about an uniform method to proceed in this 
nice point. 

The news of the Reformed preaching upon the ruins of their 
Temples in Dawzphine, the Cevennes and Vivarais, was hardly 
brought to Cour, but Troops were ordered to march thither 
to oppoſe the ſame, and the firſt who] arrived in thoſe Provinces 
commuatted ſuch Cruelties upon = Proteſtants in , ral, 

With- 
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without making any diftinRion, betweensfuch who were concern- 
ed in that pretended Rebellion, and others who had no ſhare 
therein, that they were forced to take up Arms in their own de- 
fence. This gave occaſion to ſeveral rencounters, and particu- 
larly to a ſharp engagement between 200Proteſtants of Bowrdeaux 
im Daxphine, and about 800 Dragoons, with whom they main- 
tained a deſperate bght for ſeveral hours, and killed a confidera- 
ble number of 'em. They were at laſt overpoweted by their Ene- 
mies, and cut almoſt to pieces or taken priſoners. They were 
commanded by a young Gentleman of Afontelimar called Chamier 
of about 25 years cf Age, who did wonders in that a&ion, and 
would not quit his polt till he ſaw almoſt all his Companions 
killed. He had the misfortune of being taken Priſoner few days 
after, and was brought Priſoner to ontelimar, where he was 
broke upon the Wheel near his Fathers Houſe. The Clergy en- 
deavoured to pervert him to their Religion, and promiſed him 
the Kings pardon, but their temptations were in vain, that wor- 
thy young Gentleman ſcorning to buy a temporal Life with 
an eternal Death. 

The Kings general Pardon was publiſhed ſoon after, where- 
upon the Reformed laid down their Arms, but this, it ſeems, was 
but an artifice, for the Troops continued in that Province, and 
committed horrid diſorders. They ſpread themſelves afterwards 
into the Vivarais and. the Cevennes, wherein they did the like, 
that is,they murthered in cold Blood many feople with impunity, 
plundered all they had and razed ſeveral of their Temples, with- 
out any form of Law. I could bring a world of inſtances of theſe 
Inhumanities, but for fear of being too long F'll content my ſelf 
with theſe few, which were aRed in the laſt Province. ' 

The Soldiers took a Peaſant Priſoner of the Pariſh of ZLabarie, 
and they burnt his Feer and Hands, but becauſe that was not able 
to convert him,they put a burning Coal in his Hand, which they 
ſhut ſo that he was put to a molt exquiſite rorment. They burnt 
the Lips of another with a red Iron. They pluck off their Beards, 
or burnt them with a Candle. Some were left hanging half dead 
for ſeveral hours; other were ſmoaked with wiſps of wet Hay 
till they had loſt their ſences, and others were thrown into great 
Fires. They tyed ſome upon a Table and poured Wine with 
a Furnel down their Throats till the fumes of it depriving them 
of their reaſon, they made them ſay, that they would conſent to 
be Catholicks. 

As the Biſhop of Lodeve (ignalized his Zeal in a moſt extraor- 
dinary manner, he deſerves to be mentioned here in particular. 
That Biſhop was a very lewd Fellow, and one of the moſt cruel 
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Men that ever was, inſomuch, that he had 2 very ll reputation, 
and being afraid that his Superiors would at laſt take'notice of his 
conduR, he fet up for a great Converter, knowing that this 
Quality alone excuſeil all manner of Vices. Hethreatned, beat 
and confined Priſoners ajmott all the Reformed of his Dioceſs,and 
uſed them as ill as his malice could invent. He committed 
amongſt others a Maid, Daughter ro one Francis Baleſtrier, and be- 
cauſe the proyed more refratory than others, he would himſelf 
viſit her very often, to endeavour to convert her. His arguments . 
proving inſignificant, he adviſed her to pray with him, that God 
would be pleaſed to enlighten her, and { Fl to his prayers, ask- 
ing of her from time to time, whether ſhe felt the inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt ? That poor Maid being tired with that prophane. 
Farce, told him, that ſhe was reſolved to. dye in her Religion, 
and therefore defired him to let her alone, whereupon he beat 
her moit ſeverely, and notwithſtanding all that came again very 
often to pray with her, concluding always his prayers with Cuffs, 
as he had done at firſt, When he ſaw the French Troops in his 
Neighbourhood,he called the Reformed together, and made them 
a very eloquent Speech,to ſhew them the advantages they would 
reap from their Converſion, concluding his paſtoral diſcourſe, 
with the following expreſſions : The Dragoons are near at hand, 
and if you perſevere in your obſtinacy, they muſt come to plunder your 
Howſes and raviſh your Wives, 

The inhumanitics I have already mentioned, were never pu- 
niſhed, tho complaints were brought to the Intendants and Gene- 
rals, except one particular inſtance, which was too remarkable to 
be put by.T'wo Granadeers went to plunder a Farm-houſe neat St 
Hypolite, wherein they found a young Boy,and a little Girl ofabout 
ſeven or eight years of age, one of theſe Rogues tyed the Boy, and 
endeavoured” to raviſh the Girl, but her age not permitting him to 
do it, the Villain tore her Belly with his Hands, of which the 
innocent creature dyed. This barbarity made ſuch a noile, 
that they were aſhamed of it, and. condemned the Soldier 
to be broke alive upon the Wheel, which was but partly exe- 
cuted, for they ſtrangled him before he received any blows, 

The Kings Pardon was ſo full of exceptions, that -a world of 
People were proſecuted upon account of the Proje& I have men- 
tioned : ſeveral Churches were interdiQe', 12 Miniiters were 
condemned to ve hanged, ſeveral baniſhed, and 5 condemned tg 
be broke alive upon'the Wheel, but they had the good fortune 
ro make their eſcape into England and other Proteſtant Countries, 
ſo that there were bur two taken, one of whom renounced his 


Religion to fave his Life, and the other, called aac Home!, Mi- 
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nifter of S0301 in ivarais, was aRually broke upon the Wheel at 
Toaurnon, This Miniſter was both Venerable by his great Age and 
Perſonal Merit, and ſuffered that, cruel Death with an unpa- 
rallell'd refignation, which was admired, but not piticd by the 
SpeRators. The Executioner had made himſelf 'drunk to per- 
form that Execution, which proveda new puniſhment to that 
poor Martyr, for he gave him above 3o blows, without givin 
him the mortal one. The Common People, who generally fal 
upon the Executioner, when they make the Criminals ſuffer too 
long, did not expreſs the leaſt Commilſeration on this occaſion, 
and {aw with a kind of pleaſure the Execution, which laſted four 
times longer than uſual. This hapned on the 2oth of Ottober 
1683, 

This Perſecution laſted in ZLangaedoc, Danphine, Cevennes, and 
Vivarais till the year 1685, that it became general through the 
whole Kingdom of France, as we ſhall obſerve in its place. 

Beſides the Perſecutions I have' heretofore mentioned, which 
were deſigned againſt all Proteſtants in general, I am to ſpeak 
here of another oppreſſion, which was levelled againſt every pri- 
vate man, and in particular againſt ſuch, who were not concern- 
ed in the' management of the affairs of the Reformed, as Mini- 
ſters, Elders, &c. and who had friends enough to be prote&ed 
from the quartering of Soldiers and other vexations. Theſe 
theJeſuits accuſed ſometimes of having relieved a PoorProteſtant, 
and thereby prevented his Converſion, another time of having 
perverted a Roman Gatholick to the Proteſtant Religion ; others 
were accuſed of having ſpoken difreſpe&fully of theKing,or of the 
Virgin ary or ſome otherSaint,or of the Hoſt,the God of the Pa- 
piſts ; and as they never wanted evidences to prove their accuſa- 
tions, no body was ſecure againſt their Malice, and a world of 
people were ruined by Fines and Impriſonments. As there was 
a general Conſpiracy to ruine the Reformed, the moſt ab{ard, 
improbable, and ridiculous ſtories were believed by the Judges, 
and ſeverely puniſhed, tho raiſed againft men of a known Inte- 
grity and Wiſdom. The Judge or chief Magiſtrate of Florenſac 
in Languedoc, with the chief Inhabitants of that place, were ac- 
cuſed of having met in the night time in the Market place, and 
there celebrated the Maſs in derifion of the Catholicks; the Inha- 
bitants of Aymet in Gaienne were accuſed of the ſame thing, and 
notwithitanding the accuſation againſt the former appeared mali- 
cious and groundlefs, they kept the {aid Judge and others cloſe 
Priſoners for ſeveral months. The latter, tho no leſs innocent, 
were more ſeverely dealr withal, for the Parliament of Bourdeanx 


condemned five of them to be hanged, and to a fine of 10000 
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Livres. A great number of others were fined for refuſing to kneel 
down before their Hoſt, tho they proved that Prieſts had purſued 
them, and gone out of their way on purpoſe to raiſe commotiors. 
This kneeling before their Sacrament in the ſtreets was one of the 
greatelt inconveniencies the Proteſtants were expoſed to, and I 
have ſeen above hive hundred times, while I was in Fraxce, men 
and women, both natives and foreigners, knock'd down in rhe 
ſtreets, and moſt miſerably handled by the Mob upon that very 
account, and Prieſts 5 afcer 'em, crying aloud, 7ou damn'd 
Heretick, werſhip thy God and. Savione. 

There were in all the chief Towns ſome Societies of men and 
women, which ſttled themſelves the Sortety of the propagation of 
Faith, and their chief buſineſs was to find out new tricks and 
inventions to perſecute the Reformed, or to ſeduce them to their 
Idolatry. They obtained in the year 2665 a declaration of the 
King, wherein his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, to encourage the con- 
verſ1on of his Subjets, ordered thar fuch Children of the Reform- 
ed who ſhould embrace the Catholick Religion, ſhould not be 
obliged tolive with their Fathers 3 but on the contrary, that their 
Fathers ſhovld be forced to allow them yearly Penfions out of 
their Eſtates. This gained to the Romiſh Church ſeveral Proſe- 
lytes, for as ſoon as Children grew lewd and inſfolent, and that 
hate Fathers would chaſtiſe them, they immediately embraced 
Popery, as a San&uary wherein they might continue their vicious 
and diſorderly courfes. 

The Zeal of thoſe Converters was ſo great, that every day pro- 
duced new vexations, and if they could not pervert people during 
the courſe of their life, they attempted it when they were near 
the point of death. By the Edi& of NVants, the Miniſters of the 
Reformed were allowed to viſit the Priſoners of their Religion, 
and.ro exhort them to Repentance, and pray with them even at 
the place of execution 3 and by two Declarations of the preſent 
French King, in the year 1665, the {ame is confirmed, with this 
reſtri&ion, that the Miniſters ſhall exhorr the Criminals with a 
low voice, in their Priſons, and not aloud ; bur ſome time af- 
ter the entrance into the ſaid Priſons was denyed them, and the 
Reformed were left in that fad jun&ure to the perſecution of 
Monks and Prieſts, who {omerimes flattered them with the hepes 
of pardon, if they would bur rurn Catholicks; and in caſe of re- 
fuſal, infulted over them in a moſt barbarous manner. 

Such of the Reformed who were in the publick Roſpitals, were 
not more humanely uſed than Criminals ; and their Miniiters 
were not allowed ro come to viit them, tho this was expreſsly 
permitted by the 49 and 42 Articles of the Edit of Narrs, _ 
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the Declarations of the years 1665 and 1669, And decauſe the | 
'Reformed, to. avoid this Perſecution, had ſome Hoſpitals for- 


their own poor,the Council publiſhed anArreſt, whereby they were 
not only forbidden to have fach Hoſpitals, bur alſo to receive any 
poor into thei» own Houſes, upon pain of 1000 Crowns fine, and 
of the Intedi&tion of the publick exerciſe; and all the ſumms of 
money ieir by Proteſtants to the management of the Church for 
the uſe of the Poor, were taken from them, and given to the 
Hoſpitals. The Elders of the Confiftories were likewiſe forbidden 
to relieve any Porr in {ickneſs under pretence of Charity, As 
this Perſecution was levelled againſt all the Proteſtants, none 
were free from it, and they were no leſs expoſed to ti.2 P-piſh 
Clergy in their own Houſes, than if they had been in Ho! cals ; 
for by ſeveral Declarations the Curate of the Pariſh, or an; cher 
Prieſt, or Monk, the Juges or Conſuls, cc. were impowered to 
20 into any Houſe, where they knew a Proceſtant was 'icl:, to 
know from him whether he would convert himſelf, To execute 
the ſaid Declarations with as much barvarity as they could, they 
commonly tarryed till they knew the perſon ..s at the point of 
death, and then rhey came in in a turbulent manner, driving out 
of his room his nearett Relations, the Miniiters and other Prote- 
ſtants. They exhorted the patient to.change his Religion, and if 
he refuſed to comply, they teaſed him ia a thouſand manners, 
and threatned him with the eternal flames of Hell. Ic happened 
pretty often that people were ſpeechleſs when they came in, 
and if they made bur any ſign for 'em to retire, they gave it a 
quite differenc interpretation, and that was taken for a formal 
abjuration, whether rhey recovered or not.. This has been the 
caſe of ſeveral perſons that I have known, and I remember two 
or three who were violently perſecuted after their recovery of 
violent Fevers , which deprived them of the uſe of their Reaſon, 
the Prieſt depoſing that they had abjured their Religion. 

Tho the methods I have already mentioned were very violent, 


| the Clergy foreſaw that the great work of the Converſion of the 


Reformed would prove bur {low, if they did not apply their cars 
to ſecure the young Children to their Religion ; therefore in or- 
der thereunto they contrived ſeveral orher ways to corrupt them, 
or force them to quit the Religion of their Fathers. 

The firſt Machine made uſe of, was levelled againſt the Prote- 
tant Univerſities or Academies, Colledges and Schools, to deprive 
them of all means to educate their Children, and keep them in a 
groſs ignorance of the Myltcries of Religion, and likewiſe of 
Humane Learning, as the beſt way to diſpoſe them to ſubmit to 
the nonſenſical tenets of the Church of Rowe, Theſe _— 
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and Academies were allowed in expreſs terms by the Edi& of 
Nants, but an Arreſt of Council in the year 1670,forbid the Pro- 

teſtant School-maſters to teach any thing elſe befides Writing and 
Arithmetick,and ſuppreſſed the faidSchools in all the places where 

there -was not a publick exerciſe of the Proteſtant Religion ; in- 

ſomuch, that by this artifice they reduced the number of Schocls, 

as they leſſened the: number of Temples, and the Reformed were 

obliged to teach their Children themſelves, or ſend them to Po- 

piſh Schools. The Academies where they taught Divinity, as 

Saumur, Puilaurens and Sedan, were ſoon after Tappreſied ; bur 

the Sentence for the ſuppreſſion ot the latter is ſo ridiculous that I 

cannot forbear raking notice of it, In ſhort, the Clergy could 

lay nothing to the charge of that Academy but this extravagant 

accuſation, which we know from the Arreſt of Council given on 

that ſypje&t in the year 1687, viz, That that Cilledge had ſerved 

againſt the intention of the King to teach the Reformed of the other Pro- 

winces of the Kingdom. | 

While they were depriving theProteſtants of all means of edy- 
cating their Children in France, the King by a Declaration in the 
year 1681, forbid them to ſend them our of his dominions with- 
out his expreſs leave,before they were full 16 years of age,thar is, 
too old to begin to learn any thing, And beſides theſe vexations, 
they ſeized with open force and violence the Children in ſeveral 
places; and tho the EdiQs and Declarations were againſt that 
violerice, they found means to keep them long enough in 
their Seminaries to infe& them with their abominable Do@rines; 
and tho the Reformed complained againſt theſe Kidnappers, they 
could never obtain any Juſtice ; Their Prince had no ears to hear 
their juſt complaints, nor any diſpoſition to do 'em Juſtiee. 

His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty,in the year 1683, gave another De- 
claration, whereby it was ordered that the children of 14,0r under 
14 years of age,of all fuch perſons,who had by any means whatſo- 
ever embraced the Roman Cath lick Religion, ſhould be educa- 
ted in the ſame, and the Miniſters were forbidden to receive 
them into their Churches upon pain of baniſhment, and confiſca- 
tion of their Eſtates. And as they had already perverted a con- 
ſiderable number of perſons, either by quartering of Souldiers, 
or other vexations I have mentioned, this Declaration proved - 
fatal ſtroke to the Proteſtants. The children of. thoſe perſons, 
who being upon their death bed were reported by the Prieſt to 
have changed their Religion, were likewiſe included in this Dc- 
claration 3 and no doubt but one of the chief reaſons why the 
King had: forbidden the Proteſtants to exerciſe the art cf Mid-/ 


wifery , was that they might Chriſten the children of _ 
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teſtants, and. thereby bring them to. the Romiſh Church. 
' But the moſt fatal itroke that the Proteſtants'received upon 
that account was in the'year 1681, when the King declared, that 
the children of Proteſtants were at ſeven years of age capable of Rea- 
on and choice in matters ſ0 important a: their Salvation, and that 
therefore he thought fit to revoke @ Cl:%i/e in his Declaration in the 
ear 1669, wherein he had declared that they could not 3:ake that 
choice till they were 12 or 14 years of #7, The Preface is as ridi- 
calous as the ſubjeF of the Declaration 3 and here one cannot 
but bluſh, that a Prince ſhould appizaud himſelf on the ſucceſs, 
wherewith, ſays he, God has blefled tizz CARES he has taken for 
converting bis Subjetts, which he call: Spiritual excitations, and 
reaſouable means to ſecond the movements which God gives them to 
diſcover their errors, Aﬀeer theſe fuſtian expreſſions, and many 
others, his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty declares, 1. That the children 
of the Reformed ſhall be admitred at ſeven years of age to make 
abjuration of the Religion of their Fathers, withour any hinde- 
rance or moleſtation, 2. That according to another Declaration 
of his, their ſaid children ſhall have their choice enher to return 
home to their Parents to be there kept and maintained, or elſe to 
live elſewhere, with a penſficn which ſhall be paid by their Fa- 
thers proportionable to their Eſtates; 'and 3dly, that ſuch Fa- 
thers and Mothers who have any children in foreign Countries, 
ſhall be obliged to recall them home, upon pain of being deprived 
of the profits of their Eſtates. 

I think not fit to inſiſt here on the cruelty and injuſtice of this 
unheard of Declaration ;_ there is no man in his wits but muſt 
own that the ſame is grounded upon a falſe, ridiculous and im- 
pious reaſon ; chat it ſubverrs the Paternal Authority, . and all the 
Laws of Nature and Religion. 

I come now to the fixth Claſs of the Perſecutions of the French 
Proteſtants, wherein I ll ſhew how the Liberty of Conſcience ſo 
clearly eſtabliſhed by the Edit of Narts, and other Edits of Pa- 
cification, was ſubverted by the French King. The Edi& afore- 
ſaid gave leave in general, and without any exception, to all peo- 
ple whatſoever iro embrace the Proteſtant Religion, and to re- 
main in that Kingdom freely and quietly. But in the years 1663 
and 1666 the French King Iflued cut $g Declarations, whereby 
fach who had once turned Roman Catholicks could not return 
afterwards to the Proteſtant Religion ; and the Popiſh Clergy 
were prohibited by the ſame to turn Proteſtants. By the ſecond, 
ſuch who had ated contrary to that Declaration were baniſhed 
the Kingdom for ever 3 and by thethird, the Parliaments and not 
the Coambres del Editt were to take cognizance of the a—_ 
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ed Crime of thoſe pretended Apoſtates and Relaps, for fo they 
were called in theſe Declarations. In the year 1676 another De- 
claration came out, adding to the puniſhment menticned in the 
former, that the offenders ſhould make firſt of all what they 
call * Amende hoorable, and that their Eſtates ſhould be confiſca- « Ad 
ted; forbidding in the mean time the Miniſters to admit them in- bewerabls 
to their Churches, upon pain of Interdi&ion thereof, is 2 moſt 


Ignonyi- 
nious puniſhment inflifted upon a great offender, who muſt go through ba firecms 
bare-foot and bare-headed, with a Link in his hand and a Halter about his Neck, 
held by the Hang-man, unto the Court, or any other Seat of Juſtice, to bes par- 
don for the offence he has commutted. © 


, 
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The Roman Catholicks were afterwards in general excluded 
from the liberty of Conſcience, but by degrees, as weare going to 
obſerve. The French King, in his Declaration of the year 1666, 
forbid the Proteſtants to endeavour to pervert, as they call it, to 
their Religion a Roman Catholick.. An Arreſt of Council of 
State torbid Proteſtants, 1. To ſollicit their Servants, Apprentices, 
&c. to renounce their Religion, nor even to ſuffer it while they 
ſhould be in their ſervice. 2. The faid Servants were likewiſe 
prohibited to change their Religion while they ſerved any Prote- 
ſtant Mafters. 3. The Miniſters were forbidden to receive their 
abjuration till fix months after they had actually quitted the ſer- 
viceof Proteſtants, and 4. the Reformed were forbid to entertain 
them into their ſervice till after their abjuration, 

Theſe were as many contraventions to the Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, but in the year 1680 they pull'd off the Mask, and the 
King forbid all his Subje&s to turn Proteſtants, upon pain of 
Amende honorable, perpetual Baniſhment, and Confiſcation of 
their Eſtates. The Miniſters are likewiſe forbid by the ſame De- 
claration to receive their abjuration, or ſuffer them in their Tem- 
ples, upon pain of Interdi&ion. — . bs, 

The King gave another DeclarationaMee year 1683, whereby 
he forbids the Reformed to receive to the profeſſion of their 
Religion, or to ſuffer in their Temples, any Mahometan or Hea- 
then, upon pain of Interdi&ion of the publick exerciſe, and a 
tine of 500 Livres z which Declaration ſheweth ſtill more fully 
than the former, the blind averſion the Court had for the Prote- 
ſtant Religion. The King tells us therein, according to his wonted 
cuſtom, the great ſucceſs wherewith God has bleſſed his care for 
the eonverting of his Subjects ; and then adds, that being inform 
ed that ſome Mahbmetans and Idolaters have been inftratted by the 
Proteſtant sin their falſe dottrine, he thought it highly neceſſary to pre- 
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vent the fame for the future, and that they may not abuſe their 1gn0- 
rance, and engage theminto a Religion contrary to their Salvation ; 
therefore he forbids ſuch of 'em who ſhall have a mind to turn 
Chriſtians to profeſs any other Religion than the Popiſh. The 
true ground of this extraordinary Declaration 1s, that Mahome- 
tans and Idolaters ſhewed an invincible averſion to the fooleries 
and abominations of the Romiſh Church, whereas ſeveral em- 
braced the Reformed Religion, which {o incenſed the Clergy, 
that they obtained this Declaration, that the ſaid Mahometans 
might continue in their ſuperſtitions rather than turn Proteftants- 
This is a convincing argument of their Inhumanity, and unparal- 


- lelFd Impiety ; for ſince they maintain that Mahomerans cannot 


be faved, and own that the Baptiſm (which they think of an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity) adminiſtred by Proteſtants is good, is it not a 
moſt inhumane Cruelty to hinder them from receiving the ſame, 
and conſequently preclude them their Salvation ? . 

By another Declaration in the years 1666 and 1669, the King 
ordered that all Foundlings, or children expoſed, ſhould be edu- 
cated in the Popiſh Religion ; and by another Declaration in the 
year 1682, it was ordered that all Baſtards in general, of what 
age, ſex, or condition whatſoever, ſhould profeſs no other Reli- 
gion but the Roman ;z and the Miniſters and Elders were forbid, 
upon a penalty of 4000 Livres, to hinder dire&ly or indireQly 
the execution thereof This Declaration cauſed a world of troy. 
bles, for there being no age determin'd, there were ſome old men 
of 80 or 90 years who were included therein. 

I have already obſerved, that by another Declaration given in 
the year 1683, the children of 14 years of age and under, of 
fuch perſons who embraced the Popiſh Religion, were obliged to 
profeſs the ſaid Religion as well as their Fathers ; and fince I re- 
member it now, I ſhall conclude this Head, with the remarkable 
ſtory of a young Boy, who threw himſelf out of a Window, be- 
caufe by virtue of this they would force him to goto 
Maſs. Io 
A Shearer of Cloath of the City of Afontpellier, called Saillens, 

turned Roman Catholick upon account of ſome Money 
that was given him to pay his debts, and in hopes to better his 
fortune ; but as this was the only motive of his Conver/ion, he 
did not much care to go to Maſs, and leſs to carry his children 
thither. The Miftionaries took notice of it, and threatned to pro=- 
fecute him, unleſs he performed the duties preſcribed by the a- 
foreſaid Declaration z but he could never prevail with his Chil. 
dren to follow him. A Gentleman of the ſame City called /ax- 
riHan, who was a member of the Society for the Propagation of > 
: Fait 
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Faith in that place, came one day to help the ſaid Saillens to row” 
vert his children, but-one of 'em, a Boy of about eleven years of 
age, hearing that they would carry him to the Popiſh Church, 
run away from his Fathers Houſe: They overtook him our of the 
Town, and brought him home again, and the Converter tryed all 
poſſible means to gain him, as promiſes, threats, and other things 
of that nature. All his endeavours proving vain, - he was fo in- 
C&nſed that he tooka Paper out of hiWPocket, and told the Boy, 
that ſeeing he was ſo opinzatre he ſhould be hang'd, and that the 
Paper he had in his hand contained his Condemnation, which he 
read to himas if it had been aually written therein. The Boy 
believed him, but choofing rather to dye thanto go to Maſs, ran 
to a Window and threw himſelf out of it two pair of ſtairs high 
but God was pleaſed to ſpare his life, for he fell on a kind of 
Tent , which they uſe in the Southern parts of France againſt the 
ſcorching heat of the Sun, inſomuch that he was not hurt in the 
leaſt, I muſt add in this place, that the Proteſtants were forbid 
to live in ſeveral places of the Kingdom, as Privas, Dijon, and 
other Towns, notwithſtanding they were permitted by the Edit 
of Nants to live every where. 
This ſeventh Head relates more particularly to the Perſecution 
exerciſed againſt the Miniſters, than thoſe I have already menti- 
oned : tho it may be truly ſaid that their general deſign was to 
ruin both the Shepherd and the Flock. I muſt paſs by all the 
troubles they underwent , occaſioned by ſeveral Declarations 


| concerning their reſfidengg, whereby they were obliged to quit 


their own habitations, tamilies and eſtates 3 but I cannot forbear 
to mention in iparticular a Declaration given in the year 1684, 
whereby they were prohibited to exerciſe their Miniſtry above 
three years in the ſame place. 2. After the three years expir'd, 
to exerciſe the ſame within 20 leagues of the ſaid place. 3 To 
live nearer than 6' leagues of the Places, where Temples ſhould 
be razed, tho in a private Capacity. 4 To exerciſe their Mini- 
firy before twelve years expired inthe ſame Churches, whereof 
they had been formerly Miniſters. This Declaration is certainly 
very ſurprizing, and whoever will conlider the conſequences 
rhereof, muſt needs be convinced, that this was an infallible 
way to ſuppreſs in very few years all publick Exerciſe of the Re- 
formed Religion in Fraxce, and that this removing of the Mini- 
ters, would have rendered their condition very miſerable. _ 
One of the moſt violent, as well as unjuſt Perſecutions againſt 
the Miniſters, was, to forbid them to call things after their pro” 
per name,” and therefore to force them to diſguiſe truth. The 


King's Declarations in the years 1666, and 1669, forbid the Mi- 
7 Fa nifkgrs 


7o Head. 


HSAs MA. HEN CREOLE Fe ER. 24 Se, UP 11 bp 
"TIVI n <4 fac TY 17 "= 
: ; = 


. 


? [ 35] 


” 
A . 


Niſters to uſe any term or expreſſion injurious to tre Catholick Religi- 
0x or the State ,*and commanded them on the contrary to ſpeak of 
Popery. with all reſpe&t, and likewiſe to avoid any diſreſpectful 
expretlions againſt Hely things and the Church Ceremonies. This 
proved an inexhauſtible ſource of injuſtice and violence, for if 
any Miniſters ſpoke againſt the errors and ſuperſtitions of the 
Popiſh Church, either in his Writings or Sermons, tho with all 
potſible moderation, he w preſently indifted for having mo? ſpo- 
ben mith reſpeft of the Catholick Religion, or depraved Holy things 
and Ceremonies, If his flock wanted to ve comforted, and that 
his diſcourſe led him to ſpeak of the Perſecutions to which Chri- 
ſtians areexpoſed;zthis was conſtrued as a reflettion upon the State. 
If he went about to'ſhew, that the Church of God has been per- 
ſecuted in all ages, and that by chance he named Pharash, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, Antiochus, Maximian, Julian the Apoſtate, or any of 
the tamous perſecuters of the Church, this was taken as a Crime 
of High Treaſon, as if Miniſters had deligned to make an odi- 
ous compariſon between thoſe Monſters, and Lewis the XIV. Ir 
muſt be confeſſed, that the Perſecutions exerciſed under thoſe 
old Tyrants, and this preſent French King, are ſo like, both in 
method and injuſtice, that the Clergy could not abide theſe 
names. The vexations the Miniſters ſuffered thereupon were ſo 
numerous that they would fill a volume; and that they mighr 
never want - evidences, they obtained a Declaration in the year 
1683, Whereby the King ordered that. there ſhould be in the 
Temples of the Reformed a diſtin& pl#ce for Roman Catholicks, 
that, ſays he, their preſence may hinder the Miniſters from uttering 
any expreſſions contrary to the reſpet due to the Roman Church, or 
prejudicial to the Yate, or the ſervice of his Majeſty. Thele places 
were always full of Monks, who were always ready to ſwear any 
thing againſt the Miniſters, thinking even Perjury with a pious 
pretence meritor10us. | 

By the Declaration in the year 1666, the Miniſters were for- 
bidden to endeavour to induce the Roman Catholicks to change 
their Religion, and on the other hand to hinder or obſtruct the 
Converſion of the Reformed ; and they gave ſo large a Ggnification 
ro this Prohibition, that a Miniſter could hardly ſpeak, without 
laying himſelf open to the malice of their enemies. By the 
Declarations given in the year 1679 and 1680, againit Apoſtates 
and Re/aps, which I have already mentioned, it was declared, 
that the Miniſters who ſhould receive their abjuration, or ſuffer 
thoſe perſons in their Congregation, /honld be deprived for ever of 
the funitions of their Miniſtry inthe Kingdom ; but in the year 1683 
the King gave another Edit, wherein he was gracionſly pieaſed 
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to declare, that the penalty was trop doxce, too gentle, and there- 
fore he condemned them to a perperwal Baniſhment, with the conf'/- 
cation of their Eſtates, and tro make firſt the Amende Honorable, 
the moſt ignominious of puniſhments. They were condemned 
to the ſame penalties by ſeveral other Declarations, which I mutt. 
omit for brevity. I muſt not however forger to obſerve, that in 
the General Pardon granted -by the King to the Reformed cf 
the Provinces of Daxphine, Langnedoc, fc, the Miniſters were 
excepted out of it, : 

I am to ſpeak now of the Interdi&ion cr Suppreffion of the ex- 2. He. 
erciſe of the Reformed Religion, which deſcrveth to be treated | 
of more largely than the former, but the matter being ſo intricate 
for a Foreigner, that notwithRanding the help I have of te- 
veral French-men, ahd of their Books, I can hardly ind to 
underſtand it my ſelf; Ill avoid as much as I can to enter inco 
particulars, and I ſhall premiſe only ſuch things that I think 
plain and very intelligible. 

There were ſeveral forts of Churches in France, or rather the 
Titles upon which they were founded were various. Soxye were 
called Churches of Fief, and had bur a Perſonal Exerciſe Wonging 
to the Lords or Gentlemen of a Mannor, profeſſing the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, who had a right to have a Miniſter in his Family, 
as a Chaplain to preach and adminiſter the Sacraments to him, 
his Vaſlals, and every body that came there. Other Churches 
had 4 realexereiſe, that is independent of any body. The right 
ot the former was grounded upon the 7th and 8th Articles of the 
Edit of Ns, and that of the latter on the 9th, iothand 1 1ti 
Articles of the; ſaid Edit, But notwithitanding both were 
grounded upon indiſputable Titles, the Clergy found numberlcts 
methods to ſuppreſs them, which I cannat particularly take n>- 
tice of in the narrow bounds I have ſet my ſelf. I ſhall only 
therefore obſerve, that if a Relapſe,  Apoſtate, as they cailed 
them, any 7zrk or Heathen, or Children &f any perſon who had 
embraced the Popiſh Religion; or in ſhort, any Roman Cartho- 
lick, came privately into any Temples, tho unknown to the Mi- 

 Niſters and Elders, this was enough to ground the condemnation 
of that Church, and ro have the Temple razed. This was the 
caſe of the flouriſhing Churches of Monpelier, Iontaubin, Ca- 
ftres, Bergerac, Nerac, _ Rochel, and; others, as it the 
fault of the Miniſter, ſuppoſing this had been one to ſuffer in che 
Church a Roman Catholick, ought to have. occafioned the ruin 
of the Flock. This was an infallible method to rum the Prote- 
ſtant Churches, for the Clergy never wanted Emiſlaries ro crowd 
11to them, and indeed who. would have expected that a = 
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ſter ſhould have known a Papiſt amongſt ten or twelve thouſand 


Perſons. . 

Beſides, the vexations already mentioned, they uſed ſeveral 
others in order to deprive the Reformed of all means of Comfort 
and Inftrution. When the publick Exerciſe was ſuppreſſed in 
any place, their Miniſters were forbid to reſide there, that they 
might not privately inſtru& them, and ſometimes pray with 
them. They found likewiſe ſeveral Chicaneries to hinder them 
from going to hear the Sermon, and receive the Sacrament in 
the Churches of Fief, that is at ſome Noblemens Houſes in their 
Neighbourhood. They forbid them to metr rogether without a 
Miniſter. They tock away their School-maſters, and forbid them 
to ſend their Children into foreign Countries to be educated, ſee- 
ng = receive no education in their own Country, They 
were prOMbited upon the penalty of 509 Livres to ſing Pſalms, 
exceptit was with a low voice, that the Roman Catholicks might 
not be diſturbed thereby. It mutt be obſerved, that the Clergy 
called the ſinging of Pſalms a /candalores rhing, which expreſſion 
the Council thought too impertinent to be made uſe of: A world 
of peopIf@were proſecuted upon that account ; for the Reader 
muſt be informed, that the French Proteſtants knew almoſt all 
the Pſalms by heart, and that as their tunes are fine and eaſfie, 
people uſed toting them in their Shops, or in the Country when 
they were making their Hay, reaping their Harveſt, or any other 
ſort of work. This penalty of 500 Livres did not frighten them, 
and the "number of the ottenders was ſo great, that they were 
z{hamed ar laſt to proſecute them. A Trades-man of the Ciry of 
Niſmes made an anſwer to the Hwuiſſter or Meſſenger, who came 
ro figmie.ro him the arreſt of Council againſt his finging Pſalms, 
which deſerveth to be taken notice of. He asked for the original 
of the Ciratioathar he made unto him to appear before the Ma- 
giltrates, and then cauſed him to enter his anſwer, which was the 
txrſt verſe of the xxxivgh Pialm, according to the French Metre, 
w _ in this place 15 much the ſame with our new Exgl/þ 
VYerſon : | 

Thro all the changing Scenes of Life, 
1n trouble and in joy, 

The Praiſes of my God ſhall [till 
Ay Heart and Tongue employ. 

Mr Brzguier, Miniſter of Aiſmes, writ a Book, to ſhew the in- 
juſtice and 4mpiety of forbidding Proteſtants to ſing Pſalms, and 
that it was an indiſputable obligation upon Chriſtians to ſing the 
praiſes of God 3 but that work ſo much difpleaſed the Court, that 
wt was ordered to be burnt by the Hang-man. 
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The National Synods were ſuppreſſed, for the Reformed could 
never obtain the liberty to meet in a great Afembly ſince the 
year 1659: and leſt they ſhould find ſome other way to maintain 
a general union, they were forbidden by the r5Article of the De- 
claration given in the year 1669, to keep any correſpon k be- 
tween one Province and another, either by Letters or ie, 
upon any pretence whatſoever. Their Colloquies and Provincial | 
Synods were likewiſe in ſome manner ſuppreſled, or at leaft their 
priviledges entirely ſubverted, for the Council gave frequent ar- 
reſts to rhake void their reſolutions. 

ThePopiſhClergy has given in all ages ſo many proofs of its cru- 15 14-4. 
elty and bloody temper,and fignified the ſame by fo many Maſſacres, : 
that no body can doubt but that they have been the chief authors 
of all the barbarities rhe Reformed have ſuffered in France, All 
the Declarations the French my publiſhed again them, were 
Grit of all contrived in the General Afſemblies of the Clergy, and 
afterwards ſollicited by their Agents ; and I have fo good an opi- 
nion-of the good nature of the French Nation, that I do believe 
the Laity would ſcarce have minded the execution of thoſe cruel 
orders, had they not been inſpired, and even frighted by the 
Helliſh Crew of 7eſu:ts and bloody Biſhops. This conſideration 
obliges me to take a particular norice in this place of the condu& 
of OO; in order to forward the extirpation of the Re- 
formed. ; 

As they breathed nothing but the ruin of the Proteſtant 
Churches in general, they could not endure that the Reformed 
X ſhould quietly live in France, under the prote&ion of the Edi& 

of Nants, and other EdiQs of Pacification; and they were very 
| angry with the French King for the Declarations he gave in the 

years 1643 and 1652, in favour of the Reformed. However, 
the Civil wars, and-other troubles in that Pri minority, obli- 
ged them to diflemble cheir dillaifation' Pi year 1566, 
when the Archbiſhop of Sens, at the head of te whole Aſſembly 
of the Clergy of France, complained thereof in a moſt ſcandalous 
and impudent Repreſ=ntation, made unto his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, and that the Reader may judge thereof, I'll tranſlate 
the firſt Paragraph of the ſame here. 

© Thegrief of the Church under the Perſecution of her Enemies, 
* jsnot capable to deprive her of that rank of Glory, which has © 
* always been venerable to the greateſt Kings, and her complaints 
* 3zmprint a ſacred reſpe& in the Hearts of herChildren by a Divine 
* Language, the Efficacy whereof their Piety alone can under- 
*ſtand. Therefore, Sir, tho we are obliged to repreſent to your 
© Majeſty, the ſad condition of that affii#ed Mother, and to a 
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* poſe to your eyes the deey Wounds, ſhe daily receives by the vio- 
lence of thoſe of the Pretended Reformed Religion, yet we 
talk with no leſs Conadencethan Zeal for her Intereſt,” withour 
© betraying her Caufe, being ſure to find in the perſon of the beſt 
: ds: , to whom we have the honour to ſpeak, and invin- 
; 


- 
. 


© cl$rortQor of her, &c. 

he Archbiſhop goes gn with his doleful Tune, and performs 
lis part with fo much Hypocrifte, that one would think that the 
:nisfortunes cf th ar affliited other, exceed the deſolation of the 
Daughter of Zion, for the cxpretſions of Feremiah are, not in his 
opinion, ftrong enough to repreſent a Church covered with deep 
?Pounds, and ſhedding Tears of Blood, 


However, there were never any complaints in the world fo 


oroundlels as this, for the Rom/h Church never enjoy'd a greater 
Tranquility than at that time, ang this n ſo true, rhat in the ſe- 
quel of his Spzech, he can find no prerence to complain, that the 
Reformed had offered violence to any: Biſhop or other Clergy-= 
men, that they had teized any of their 'Churches, their Reve- 
nues or Eſtate, refuſed to vay their Tythes,or diſturbed their ſer- 


vice. What then could bc tie ſubject of thoſe great Lamentati- 


ons, but that they lookr upon it as a great misfortune to be re- 
ſtrained from committing Inhumanirties 2 They accuſe indeed 
Hut fallly ſome priva:e men, to have derided their fooliſh Cere- 
monies, and to have ſpoken unworthily of their Myſteries ; but 
was this a ſufficient reaſon to make ſucn a noiſe? Certainly that 
could not be, and the favourable Declarations of the King were 
thetrue cauſe of theſe violent expoſtulations, 

But as the Declaration of the year 1652 was even more advan- 
72agevus than the former, which the King had given upon his ac- 
ceſ{ion to the Throne, and that the ſervices and fidelity of the 
hs mentioned , this- ſcurrilous Declaimer 


Reformed were | 
attack'd the ia ith an unparallell'd violence, and had the 
impudence to tellWe King, that that Declaration was unknown 
to his Majeſty, and given without his knowledge, anc that of his 
Mothers, and in the very face of thoſe Councellors of State, who 
were preſent in Council when it was.granied, he called it a 707k 
of Darkneſs. R ; 

All the world knows that the French King owes in a great mea- 
ſare the preſervation of his Crown to the hdelity and ſervices of 
the late Monſieur de Tzrezne. and yet this Aftembly cf the Cler- 
£y, trampling under foot wil ſentiments of Gratitude,aflumed the 
kberty to blame his Majeity for conferring upon him the Govern- 
ment of the Province of Limoſiz ; which does not only diſcover 
cheir baſe and villanous temper, bur likewile their excethve pride 

and 
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- and ambition, as if the Kings of France could not confer the Go- 


vernments of their Provinces upon whom they pleaſe, without 
asking leave of the Reverend Clergy. 

The Speaker having run himſelt out of breath, and pur his ima- 
gination to the rack, to magnify the pretended wounds the 
Church had received , ſince his Majeſtys acceſſion to the Throne, 
concludes thus, * I ſhall not treſpaſs longer upon the patience 
* of yourMajeſty : it is ſufficient to have diſcovered our grievances 
* to obtain a quick redreſs thereof. You have too great a venera- 
* tion for the Church your Mother, to forſake her in her diſtreſs, 


 *and the Memory of Lews the XIII, to whom you owe your Glo- 


© Sious Birth, is too precious to you, to ſuffer you to aboliſh the 
* marks of his Condu&, and the Monuments of his ViRories. 
* Solomon will perfe& what David has ſo happily begun, and 
* Lewes Deodatus will finiſh a work for which Lewzs the Juſt has 
© left him the Materials. And no doubt but God has reſerved unto 
* him the Glory of the entire Extirpation of Hereſy; We expe& 
* this great work from moſt zealous and the moſt fincere Piety 
* of your Majeſty. We-expett it from the devotion of the Queen, 
* who draws upon your Royal Perſon, ſo many Bleflings by her 
* Prayers, Cc, 

Moſt of the Princes of the Blood expeRed that this ſcurrilous 
Declaimer ſhould be ſent immediately to the Baſti/e , 'to puniſh 
him for his raſhneſs and violence,but inſtead thereof,the complai- 
ſance of the King for his afflited Mother, prevailed ſo much u 
on his Juſtice and Equity, that he gave a Declaration , whereby 
his former granted in the year 1652, Was revoked and made 
void. This was the Fore*runner and Preſage of the Ruin of the 
+ Churches of France, which happened ſome time 
after. 

The French Clergy never met ſince that «ime without making 
Harangues} and repreſentations to the King much upon the 
ſme rone, and the facility with which $98 granted them 
their firſt unreaſonable demands, made t 'more and more 
inſolent. But becauſe they were ſ{enfible of the injuſtice of their 
Requeſts, they granted every time to his Majeſty great ſumms 
- un; to bribe his favour and obtain whatever they de- 

ir d. 

VYhile the Clergy thus openly endeavoured to ruin the Re- 
formed, they had ſecret Emiflaries amongſt them, ro make 
ſome overrures of an union of the two Religions ; but this be- 
ing but a ſnare, it took no effet, the Provincial Synods of the 
Lower Languedoc, and the Cevennes, having forbidden rhe Mini- 
ſters of their reſpeRive diſtriRs, to - pm to theſe falſe infinua- 

tions, 


[. 42 ] 

;ons. The Clergy was ſo incenſed at that reſolution, tha® 
hey proſecuted Monſieur Claude, Miniſter of Niſmes, and 
Mr Keſſel Miniſter of Avdxſe , who - were moderators 
of thoſe Synods, and obtained an Arreſt whereby they were ba- 
niſhed out of th: ſe Provinces, becauſe they had cauſed the fol- 
lowing words of St Pal to be infertec in their Deliberation, 
That there is no communion between Light and Darkneſs. The fa- 
mous Book of the Biſhop of Condom, now of Aeazr, enticulcd, 
Expoſition of the Dottrine of the Catholick, Faith, was calculated 
for that re-union, and to delude the ignorant ſort of people, by 
giving a favourable repreſentation of the moſt abſur'dDo&trines of 
the Church of Rome; but his artifice and unfair dealings were 
laid open with ſo much evidence by the Reformed, that his 
Book had not the ſucceſs the Clergy expected. 

The great Aſſembly of the Clergy in the year 1682, agreed up- 
on another propoſal, which was, to cite the Reformed before 
them by Camnical Citations, to give an account of the reaſons 
which obliged them to live in a ſeparate Communion from their 
Church,in order to condemn them as Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, 
and defire the King upon that account to revoke the Edi&@ of 
Nants. This projet was diſliked by his Majeſty, and ſo the 
Clergy was forced for that time to content themſelves with a 
Paſtoral Admonition, which was back'd by the King's Authority, 
That Letter contained ſome old canting exhortations to the Re- 
formed to return to the boſom of oy Sr Mother, and to lay 
alide their obſtinacy, and ſuch other ſtuft of the like nature; bur 
the King's Circular Letters to the Biſhops, contained ſomething 
"uy material,for he recommended 'em above all things,to uſe kindly 
and diſcreetly bis Subjetts of the Reformed Religion,and employ only the 
force of their reaſons to bring them to the knowledge of Truth, without 
doing any thing contrary to tke Editts and Declarations , whereby the 
Averots: of their Religion was tolerated in his Kingdom, Any who will 
be at the pains to peruſe what I have already Pid of the infra@ti- 
ons of the Edidts, and of the ſeveral Perſecutions the Proteſtants 
had already undergone in Frazxce, before the year 1682, muſt 
needs be ſurprized at theſe expreſſions of the French King, for in 
ſhorr, they cannot but ſignify two things, either that he 
knew nothing of the Declarations publiſhed in his name 
againit the Reformed, and of the Perſecutions they 
groaned under, or elſe that he thought fit to diflemble ir ; and. 
ejzther of them ſeems too hard a reflexion. Having not time e- 
ora at preſent to examine that Dilemma, I recurn to my. 
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The General Aſſembly of the Clergy met again in the year 
1685, and the Reformed concluded trom their Harangues to 
the King, that their utter ruin was certainly reſolved upon, for 
they contained nothing but Congratulations to his Majeſty for the 
extirpation of tierely They extoll'd him above the Conſtantines, 
Treodoſins,Charlemaigns, and other great Princes, and maincained 
that the honour he had gain d by his »xmberleſs Victories and 
Conqueſts, was infinitely below the Glory which he had goc by 
the Converfhon of the Hagaengts. They repreſented the Romi/h 
Church, as if he had found her in a lamentable diſperſion and Na- 
very, and that he had raiſed her by his Zeal and Piety, to the 
higheſt degree of Felicity and Glory. The Biſhop of Yalence, and 
Menfieur Colbert's Son, who was Coadjutor of Rozen, fignalized 
their Eloquence and Villany on this occafion, and extoll d the 
methods the King had made uſe of as the moſt worthy of the 
Goſpel, that might have been employ'd. The former told his 
moit Chriſtian Majeſty, that without Vio/enuce and Arms he had 
reduced the Reformed Religion into ſuch a condition, that ſhe was 
forſa\en by all reaſonable perſons, and yet the Reader mutt obſerve, 
that in the year 1683, upon occaſion of the commorions in 
Dauphine which I have mentioned, that cruel Biſhop himſelf was 
author of the death of a great number of People whom he had 
moſt pertidiouſly ſeduced by his falſe Promiſes and Oaths. The 
Coadjutor ofit-doing the Biſhop told the King, that by gaining 
the Flearts of Hereticks, he bad conquered the objtiaacy of their Souls; 
that by his favours he had melted their hardening ; and that perhaps 
it would bave been impoſſible to bring them back into the boſom of the 
Church, by any other means thas by the way ſtrowed with Flowers, 
which the King had opened unto them; that he only oppoſed Hereſe 
with the Gentleneſs and Wiſdom of his Government, and that his Laws 
accompanicd with Favoars had been bis ouly Arms. He expreſlled af- 
terward the joy his pretended Church had received, upon his Ma- 
jeſty's deciin:nz to make uſe of Fire and Sword for compleating 
that great work, tho that flattering Prelate could not be igno- 
rant of che Marthers and Violences committed in Poiztox, Lan- 
guedoc, Cerennes, Vivarais, and other parts, nor of the relolution 
taken to Extirpate all che Reformed Churches through the whole 
Kingdom. 

That worthy Alembly having thus endeavoured to harangue 
the King out of all Juſtice and Moderation, propoſed ſeveral new 
ways for compleating the converhon of the Reformed, which 
were liid alide, bccaule before they parted, it was zelulved roex- 
ticpate Bereſy that very year by furce of Aims. I ſhall chere- 
fore mention none of 'em , except that tie Inquiation upon 
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Books which they had long ſollicited, was at laſt granted them 
in the year 1685, by an Edit of his Majeſty. The Parliament 
of Parz,as {laviſh to the Clergy as the reſt, in purſuance of the E- 
5i& aforeſaid, gave an Arreſt on the 29th of Augaſt 1685, where- 
by the Archbiſhop of that City was appointed to make a Cata- 
logue of all the Books which the Clergy thought fit ro be ſup- 
preſſed. That Prelate diſcharged that Truſt with the juſtice 
that one could have expeRed from a perſon of his vicious Cha- 
ra&er , and made a _ Catalogue of all the Books that he 
could tind, written, or {ſuppoſed to be written by Proteſtants in 
general, Socinians, Arminians, Greeks, 8&c. He included alſo 
therein in expreſs terms, the Bibles and New Teftaments tranſlated 
by Ainiſters., as ſcandalous Books compoſed againſt the 
Romiſh Church. That Catalogue was printed, and the Parlia- 
ment of Paris made a Decree, Sept. 6, 1685, whereby thoſe Books 
were declared to be ſuppreſſed, and Bookſellers were forbidden 
to ſell them upon ſevere Penalties. The other Parliaments of 
France gave the ſame orders, fo that the Clergy made a ſtri& 
ſearch after thoſe Books,and burnt all that they could tind. 

| The Peace of Nimeghen having reſtored a General Tranquility 
in France, the Clergy openly reſumed the violent methods that 
had been ſuſpended during the War; whereupon the Reformed 
ſeeing their ruine inevitable, thought of leaving that Kingdom 
to retire with their Families into Foreign Countries. The Decla- 
ration which impowered Children of /even years to embrace Po- 
pery, contributed very much thereunto, as likewiſe the barba- 
rous expeditions of the Kings Forces into Poitton, Danphine, Vi- 
varais, 8&c, The Lower Layguedos, and ſome other Province; fent 
Deputies to Court, who humbly proſtrated at his oft Chriſtian 
Majeſty's Feet, prayed that he would either put a ſtop to their 
Perſecution, or give them leave to quit his Dominions with their 
Families ; but the inhumanity cf the Clergy was too great to 
ſuffer thar Prinze to grant that Requeſt, and inſtead of any mo- 


deration or liberty which they deſired, freſh orders were ſent to 
the Sea Ports and Frontier Places to prevent the geſerrion, as they 


call'd it, of the Reformed. 

By an Edi& given in the year 1669, the French King forbid 
all Subje&ts whatſoever, to go and ſettle themſelves in any Poreign 
Country, upon pain of confiſcation of Body and Eſtate. . The pro- 
191101 being general, it ſzemed then thar the Reformed were no 
more concerned therein than Papifts ; but another Declaration 
publiſhed in the year 1682 undeceived the World, for therein 
the King fer forch, that ſome Perſcs of the ſaid Religion, inſtead 
of 3mprovirg to their Converſion the care his Majety took of it, not 
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only continued in their blind ebfiney, but alſo hindred others from 0- 
pening their Eyes, and inſpired them with the deſign te go into Foreign 
Countries with their Faxsslies, which his Majzity forbids upon pain 
of the Galleys for Life for the heads of Pamilies, and of 3000 
Livers Fine,for ſuch who ſhould be convitted of having f.21 warded 
their departure. 'Tis true, this Declaration was only againit Sea- 
men and Artificers , bur two months after, another- Declaration 
came out, ſetting forth, thar his Majelty being informed , that 
thac many heads of Families of the Reformed Religion were ſc: - 
ling their Eftares, in order to retura iato Foreign Countries, 12 
was pleaſed to forbid all his SubieRs to leave his Kingdom with- 
out his Licence,upon the ſame penalties mentioned in the Decla- 
ration publiſhed in the year 1669,annullinsg and making void all 
Deeds of Sale of their Ettates, tranſacted a year before their De- 
parture. Theſe Declarations, nor the {tri Guard fer upon rhe 
Frontiers, were not able to prevent the retrear of a good number 
of the Reformed. Thoſe of Poiftou made their eſcape into En- 
gland and Holland, and thoſe of Danphine, Languedoc, Sec. into 
Swiſſerland ; and God having been pleaſed to inflame thoſe Nati- 
ons with an extraordinary Charity towards their Brethren, the 
kind reception they met was an imcouragement to others to run 
the riſque of being ſent to the Galleys, rather than to continue 
in the Fetters of the Bloody Bazylen:; fuch who were taken 
were actually ſent to the Galleys, where many of them are ſtill 
to tis day. | 

I think I may reckon as a Perſecution, the many frauds and 
cheats made uſe of to perſwade the Reformed that they did nor 
defign to extirpate their Religion in Frazce ; for if w mart was 
reſolved to murther me, and did ſeveral things tending there- 
unto, and yet ſhould pretend a friendſhip for me, and expreſs 
it Foo nd I ſhould ſooner ow, him my Death, than his 
baſe Diflimulation. This was the Caſe of the Reformed in Fraxce; 
for tho the Declaration given in the year 1656, was the Signal 
of the Perſecutions defigned againſt them, it_ was therein ex- 
preſſed, that the King's pleaſure was, that the Editt of Nants 
= be hept and rand according to the Form and Tenor 
thereof. : 

When the National Synod of the Reformed met at Loadan in 
the year 1659, and that their Deputies waited on the King to 
thank him for that favour, his Majeſty received them very graci- 
outly, and rold them, thar it would always be his pleaſare to main- 
tain them ander the protection of the Editts. 

The Declaration given in the year 1666, confirmed all the vio- 
lations and breaches made upon the Edi. of Nants by the Coun- 
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<il and Parliament, and yet we are told rherein, that the greate/? 
Care of his Majeſty bas been to keep exatlly the Eaditt of Nants and 
that of the year 1629, _ 

Tye ſame year the late EleRor of Brandenburg being informed 
that they had deſtroy'd in France about one halt of the Temples of 
the Reformed, writ a very preſſing Letter in their behalf co rhe 
French King, who returned him a very obliging anſwer, where- 
in , after having aſſured his Eleoral - Highneſs that they had 
razed no Temples, but ſuch that had. been built ſince the Edi& 
cf Nants, in contempt of the Royal Authority. His Majeſty 
adds,y © that his chiet application was to preſerve and maintain 
* his Subje&s of rhe Reformed Religion, in all affairs and upon 
© all occaſions, in all the Rights and Priviledges granted them 
* by the Kings Predeceflors, and by himſelf, withour ſuffering 
* the ſame ro be infringed or violated : that this was the rule he 
© preſcribed to himſelf for obſerving Juſtice, and expreſſing the 
* {xtisfaftion he had of the Zeal and Fidelity of his ſaid SubjeRs, 
© ſince the Jatt pacitication in the year 1629, 

In the Edi& publiſhed in the year 1680, whereby the Reform- 
ed were prohibued to receive any Roman Catholick into their 
Communion, his Majefty declared likewiſe that he did zot deſign 
to make any innovation or alteration in the conceſſions and liberties 
granted to the ſaid Reformed, and conſirmed de novo, the Editt of 
Nants. 

The ſame exprefitans are contained in the other Declarations, 
and particularly in rhe Circular Lecter, which the French King 
wrote to the Biſhops of his Kingdom, upon occaſion of the Pa- 
ſtoral Admonition, which I have already mentioned. His Maje - 
{ty exprefled publickly the ſame fentiments upon ſeveral occati- 
ons, and protelted, that if the Reformed had no reaſon to baaſt 
of his favour, they ſhould never have cauſe to complain of his 
Tuſtice ; Thar he would willtzsly loſe one of his Arms for their 
Converiion, but yer that he woul:i not ſuFer any violence to be 
committed againſt them, Tie Intendants and Governours cf 
Provinces ſpoke the ſame Language, and in ſhort, that Artifice 
ſucceeded with 'em io well, that moit of the Reformed were per- 
ſwaded that the French King knew nothing of the violent perſe- 
- cutions to which they were expoſed, and wholly lay the blame 

chereof upon the Tlergy. 

It may be, that the Frency King was thus favourably diipoſed 
at firſt, and I don't queition bur the Ciergy had tie greateit 
fnare in the deltruction of the Freach Churches I have already 
mentioned how they complimented that Prince our of his Ju- 
itice into theſz violent mechods, but I mult inferc in this piacz , 
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how he was likewiſe frightned into a compliance by rhat cruel 
and ſanguinary Crew. Every _— knows that this Freach King 
has lived in a puvlick Adultery with Madam Za Vallizre, Madam 
Aonteſpan, and Madam de Fontarge, and that he has gor by them 
ſeveral natural Children. This is a Vice very common to Princes , 
and even to other Men ; and I don't mention it here as a re- 
flexion upon him, but only to ſhew the Villany of the Frezch 


Clergy. The Council of Conſcience improving rhis opportunity 


to their own advantage, and che cdeltrudtion of the Reformed, 
prefled the King to forſake his Miſtrefles, threacning him wiz! 


' Gods Judzments if he continued in that {inful courſe. Whoe- 


ver has ſtudie:l the Reart of man, wiil be ſenſible that ſuch a 
propoſal was very unwelcom to a young Prince, but on the 0- 
ther hard, the eternal torments in Hell, making a ftroag im- 
preffion upon ſuch who have not loſt all ſenſe of Religion, the 
Jeſuits found means tv perſwade his Majeity that nothing could 
attone for his Adulteries, but the convertion of his Subjects ro 
the Catholick Church ; and this has been lookt upon by many 
wiſe perfons, both Reformed and Papilſts, as the ſource of all the 
Violences committed in France upon account of Religion. How- 
ever, this is but a conje&ure grounded upon ſome probabilities, 


and I am not willing that my Readers ſhould take it ori1er- . 


wiſe, 

Before I conclude this Chapter, it will not be improper to en- 
deavour to find out the true reaſon of the diffimulation- of the. 
Court of Fraxce , about the delign they had formed long ago, 
to revoke and make void the Edit of Nants, as we may learn 
it in the Preamble of the Edi& publiſhed October 1685, to re- 
voke the former :; For after all, I don't think it was Chritti- 
an-like, and leaſt moſt Chriſtian, to tell the World one rhing, 
and deſign another. This diſſembling one may attribute to 3 
reaſons. 1. That the Enemies of the Reformed were aſhamed 
of their pertidiouſneſs. They knew that their Liberties were 
groungced upon perpetual and irrevocable Editts, of which they 
intended toderrive them ; but yet they durſt not own it at firlt, 
2, I don't queſtion bur one of the chief cauſes of their diflimu- 
lation, was their intenticn of perſwading the Proteſtant Princes 
who concerned themſelves for the Reformed, that the French 
King did not aim at the extirpating of their Religion. The Let- 
ter or that Prince to the Ele&tor of Brandenbarg, I have jultnow 


mentioned , is a demonſtration of the truth of this obſervation, 


as well as the diſcourſes of the French Ambaſſadors and Envoys 
in the Courts of Exrope, who, with a confidence pecular 


to themſelves, taced the. World with the moſt notorious =, 
an 
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aad gave cut that the Reformed were very kirdly aſed, even 
at the time of the Dragoona! rſſion in the year 1685. They 
crook it very ill that peor creatures who eſcaped the viclence of 
that perſecuticn, ſhould complain of the barbarous uſage: they 
had received. Monſieur &8aril/on, who was then Ambailador of 
France at this Court, made a great noiſe of it, and pretended, 
that cetvit marquer de reſpe? an Roi, and I don't know what elſe, 
inſfomuch, that a Book, entituled, the Complaints of the Reformed, 
&c. written by the famous Monſieur Claude, was burnt here 
by the Hang-man. As they knew that their charaQer is reſpe&- 
ed by every body, and that it ſhelters them againſt the reſent- 
ment of any private man, they abuſed it ina very —_ — 
ner, and reviled a world of Gentlemen Refugees, as if they had 
been forced to leave their -Native Country for Crimes or Po- 
verty. The third reaſon of their difſembling, I have already 
tinted at, and I don't doubt but they defigned by thoſe deceits, 
to Jull the Reformed aſleep, in order to prevent their Eſcape 
into Foreign Countries. | 

Thus I have briefly touched the various methods made uſe of 
to deſtroy the Proteſtant Churches. However , I am ſure I 
have forgotten a great many others, which could not be avoid- 
ed, conſidering that their Enemies invented ſo many ſorts of 
Perſecutions, for hve and twenty years, that the very Declara- 
rions, Edits, and Arreit of Council of State, that were given a- 
gainit the Reformed, alone makea very large Volume, 
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CHAP. II 
An account of the Barbarous Mijn of 


the French T roops to convert the Re- 
ormed, with the Revocation of the 
 Eidiit of Nants, 6c. 


'T He Reformed Churches in Fraxce, being m the deplorable 
condition I have mentioned in the foregoing Chapter, the 
Clergy thought it was high time to uſe open force to complear 
their Ruin, Every thing, it ſeems, favoured their deſign, and 
there was no inconveniency foreſeen for the execution thereof, 
They had, as I have obſerved, undermined the ſaid Churches for 
five and twenty years ſince, and ſo much weakned them, that 
they were not capable of making any oppoſition, and befides 
this long perſecution had ſo much uſed them to patience, thar 
there was nothing to tear from them. However they nad picked 
out amongſt the Kings Troops above 80000 Men for that ſervice, 
and as Dragoons were generally thought more cruel than other 
Troops, all of them were employed for converting the Re- 

formed. 7 | 
The French King had conluded the year before a Truce for 
Twenty Years With the Houle of Azſtr:ia, which,as he tells us, in 
his Preamble to his Edi for reyoking that of Nazts, he facili- 
rated, that he might purſue the generous deſign of his Predeceſ- 
ſors, that 1s,the re-union of the Reformed to the Catholick Church, 
and fo he had nothing to fear from his Neighbours. TheArms of 
the Emperor had work enough in Hangary, and Spain was too 
weak for undertaking any thing againſt France, even when the 
War between thoie two Crowns had not been *ſuſpended by the 
Trace. The then King of Engiand was a Bigot ro Popery, and ſo 
intimately united to the French King, that he would rather have 
ailifted him, than crofled his dehgns. The Northern Crowns and 
the Lutheran Princes of Germany, looked on with an —_— 
ec 
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kd unconcernednels, the deſtruQion of the Reformed Churches 
and the Reformed States were not ſtrong enough alone, to ex- 
preſs any reſentment againſt France. Things being thus favoura- 
bly diſpoſed for the execution "of their long proje&ted deſign, 
the Kings Troops were ſent to the Frontiers upon ſome pretence 
or other, under the command of Generals, who had their for. 
tunes to make. The Marquis de Boufflers, who from a private 
Gentleman has raiſed himſelf to the dignity of Duke and Mareſ- 
Chal of France, was appointed Commander in chief of thoſe that 
were ſent into Bearn, and had the honour to begin the Converſion 
of the Reformed. The Provinces of Gmtienne, Saintonge, Langue- 
doc, and in ſhort the reſt of the Kingdomof France underwent the 
ſame fate a few weeks after. The Intengants of theſe reſpe&ive 
Provinces, with the Biſhops, went from Town to Town, and 
having ſummoned the Reformed in and about the ſame, they told 
them in the Kings name, That it was his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's 
| £59 57 pleaſure to ſuffer no other Religion but the Roni» Catholick in 
is dominionus; that therefore they required them to turn Roman Ca- 
tholicks freely, and without any delay, or elſe that they would compel 
them thereto by force. The poor people being ſarprized at ſuch 
a propoſal, anſwered, That their Bodies and Eſtates being in the 
King's power, they might uſe them as they pleaſed, but that their 
Conſciences depending only on God Almighty, they could not 
diſpoſe it to:forſake a Religion which they believed to be the true, 
to embrace another in which they perceived many dangerous 
errors. / | 
No ſooner was the Aſſembly ſeparated, but the Troops imme- 
diately ſeized on the Gates and avenues of the Cities, placing 
Guards in the paſlages, that no body might make their eſcape, 
and then entered them with the ſame fury, as if they had been 
taken by ſtorm, Sword in hand, crying kill kill, or elſe turn 
Catholick. The ſaid. Troops were then quartered at diſcetion 
upon the Reformed with the Advice of the Biſhop or his Prieſts, 
with a ſtrict charge to the ſaid Reformed, that none ſhould de- 
part their Houſes, or conceal any. of their goods or effe&s upon 
ſevere Penalties, and ſuch of the Roman Catholicks, who out of 
Friendſhip, Kindred, or Humanity, were convicted of harbour- 
ing the Goods of the Reformed, or any ways aſſiſted them, were 
moſt ſeverely fired. It is impoflible ro me to deſcribe here the 
diſorders comitted by thoſe Troops, Ink it ſelf is not black e- 
nough to give an Idea of thoſe Barbarities, the very fight of 
which would have melted the fierceneſs of the Cannibals, and of 
all other Men, except Papiſts, the moſt cruel of all Crea- 


tures upon earth, 
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The firſt days* were ſpent in conſuming all Proviſions the 
Houſe afforded, and plundering whatever: they could find, as 
Money Rings, Jewels, Plate, &'c. They ſeized on the Houſhold 
Soods, which they expoſed to Sale, by A—_— of their Com- 
manders and theMagiſtrates,and when they had rifled all that was 
valuable, they fell on the Perſons of the ſaid Reformed, abuſing 
them ina Thouſand manners, to oblige them to change their Re- 
ligion. With a thouſand hideous Cries and Blaſphemies, they 


hung Men and Women by the Hair or Feet to the Ceiling of 


Rooms,or to Chimney hooks, and ſmoakt them with Wiſps of wet 
Hay, till they were no longer able to bear it, and when they had 
taken them down, if they refuſed to ſubſcribe an AR of Abjura- 
tion, they hung them up immediately again. They threw 
others on greatFires kindled on purpoſe,and pulled them not our. 


till they were half roaſted,and then tyed Ropes under their Arms, 


and dipped them to and again into cold Wells, till they promiſed 
to change their Religion. They revived in ſeveral places, what 
they had praQtifed in Poiftou Yivarair, &c. to tye People upon 
a Table, and pour Wine down their Throar, till they made them 
ſay, that they would turn Papiſts. They ftript others naked, 
and after having offered them ſeveral aftronts, which honeſty 
does nor permit to relate here,. they tuck them with Pins from 
the top to the bottom. They cut others with Pen-knives, and 
in ſome places they took others with red hot Tongues by the 
Noſe, dragging them along the rooms till they promiſed to go to 
Maſs, they miſerably bear others, and dragged them half dead to 
Churches, where their bare preſence was accounted for a formal 
abjuration. 

Sure theſe methods are very cruel, but they made uſe of ano- 
ther, which, tho leſs inhumane at the firſt fight, is perhaps the 
greateſt Torment that the Devil or a Jeſuit could have invented. 
They kept people for a week together from ſleeping one minute, 
relieving one another to watch them night and day, to keep them 
waking, which they affe&ed by pinching them, by throwing 
Buckets of Water on their Faces, by plucking off their Beard, 
and by holding over their heads Kettles turned downwards, 
whexewith they made a continual noiſe, till the poor creatures 
had loſt their ſences. I knew a very honeſt Gentleman, who had 
been proof againſt moſt of the Crueltics I have already mentioned, 
and was overcome by this exquitite Forment 3 too great, to uſe 


his own words, $0 be expreſlcd even by ſuciz who have undergone 


the ſame. ; 
If they found any perſons, either men or women, fick a bed, 


of Fevers, or other violent diſeaſes, they had rhe cruelty to bring 
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& many Drums as they could procure about their Beds, wire 
for whole weeks together they made all the noile they could, ir 
order to force thoſe poor creatures to rewunce thur Religion 

It hapned in ſeveral places that they ryed Fathers and Husbands 
to their Bed-poſts, and in their fight raviſhed their Wives and 
Daughters: for ir muſt be obſerved, that in ſome piaces, and not 
every where, Rapes were publickly and gereraily per- 
mitred for many hours together, They pluckt off the Nails 
from the Bands and Toes of ſeveral perſons, which muſt cauſe 


ſuch a violent pain, that the very thoughts of it inſpire a man 


with horror. They blew up men and women with Bellows til 


they were ready to burſt. They burnt the foles of the Feet of 


others with red hot Shovels z which torment was contrived at 
Villedieu 4' Aunai 1n Poiftos by the Archbiſhop of Bagrdeanx, ashe 
was returning from the General Aflembly of the Clergy, who 
took a fingular delight to hear the cries of one Palmentier, upon 
whom that cruelty was firſt tried. . One Charpentier cf Raffec in 
Poiftou was expoſed to another puniſhment, which I think is 
without any example. They made him drink above thirty Glaſſes 
of Water, and laii ain upn his back on a Table, opened his 
eye-lids,and dropp'd upon the apples or balls of the ſame hot tal- 
low from a Candle, whereby they put him to ſo :violent a pain 
that he expired in their hands. The Dutch Conſul at Nayrs and 
ſeveral others had their Beards pluckt off, which cruelty was a 
ſport to thoſe Monſters. | 

I could bring a world of other inſtances, but I muſt remember 
the brevity I have preſcribed to my (elf. However, I cannot for- 
bear to mention that che Dragoons, after having moſt cruelly 
tormented one Leſcun of Tonneins in Guienne, and flikewiſe his Ser- 
vant Maid, ſiripped them naked, and expoſed them to the eyes of 


+ the people, tyed together face to face, with ſuch other circum- 


ſtances that Modeſty does not permit me to mention, nor any bo- 
dy to gueſs. They ſtripped other women ſtark naked, and in the 
face of thc Sun burnt all their hair with Torches. To conclude 
this horrid paragraph, whoſoever has a mind to know more par- 
ticulars, let him read the Hiſtory of the Edif# of Nants, by Mr Be- 
neit; the juſt complaints of t:e Reformed,&c. by Mr Clande, the Yin- 
dication of the Liberties of the Reformed Charches, by Mr Gantier ; 
where the particulars of the barbarous Miſſion of the Dragoons are 

moſt accurately handled, andatreſted. ED Oy 
If theſe horrid uſages were not enough to make people re- 
nounce their Religion, they impriſoned them in cloſe, dark and 
noiſome- Dungeons, in whith they exerciſed upon them all ſorts 
cf 
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of Inhumanities. In the mean time they demoliſhed then Tlovics, 
'walted their Eſtates, cut down their Woods arid Foreſts, and 
confind their Wives and Children to Monetteries, It any to ft 
cure their Conſcience and io elcape the Tyranny, of che Soldinre, 
endeavour d to run away,they were pu ſued, hunted, and ſhut ar 
like wild Beaits. - | 

One mult not fancy that this ſtorm fl! o6n'7 6: rhe comunon 


Lz\ PK. & +. 
from it. They had Soldiers quartered upon them in the fame 
manner as Citizens and Peaſants had,who piundered their ons, 
razed their Caſtles, and uſed them with as rc: inſole and 


barbarity, as the meancſt of their Servants. 7'.ey ipard neithe 


Poicton, and who I thick are row in England, whom the Soldiers 
forced to hold the Chamber-pot for 'em, and of another called 


Madam de /a YValade, whom they tired by ſeveral cruelties, and to 


crown all, they took up her Coats, and ſet her upon a Chafing- 
11h tull of burning Coals. Severai Ladies cf Quality had their 
Faces and Breaſts disfigured with ſeveral cuts of their [Daggers 

The Military Officers themſelves were not exempred- trom that 
perſecution : They were ordered to quit their Poſts andQuarters, 
and repair to their Houſes, where they were expoſed to the ſame 
violences as others. Many Gentlemen and other Perſons of Qua- 
lity , and many Ladies of great Age and antient Families, ' ſeeing 
all theſe outrages, hoped to find a Sanuary in Parts, or ar the 
Court, thinking that the Dragoons would not torment them fo 
near ghe King's Preſence ; but their hopes proved vain, for the 
Council being informed thereof, gave a decree, whereby they were 
commanded to leave Paris in 15 days, and return without delay 
to their own Houſes 3 with a prohibition to all perſons ro enter- 
tain or lodge them in their Houſes. Some having atrempted to 
preſent Addrefles to the King, to lay before his Majeſty the cru- 
elties exerciſed upon them, and humbly beſeech him -ro ſtop the 
courſe thereof, it was ſo highly reſented that they were com-- 
mitted to the Baſtile. 

But before I proceed any further, it will not be amiſs to make 
ſome few remarks on this new way of converting - people to the 
Chriſtian Religion. Firſt, that every where, at the head of the 
Infernal Legions of theſe booted. Miflionaries, be{ides the Military 
Officers and Intendantrs, marched alſo the Biſhops every one in 
his Dioceſs, with a Troop of Miſſionaries, and other Clergy- _ 
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Le Intendants gave ſuch orders as they thought Moſt fitting to 
carry on Converſions, and reſtrain natural pity and compaſſion, if 
at any tim? it found any place in the hearts of Dragoons, which 
hapned bur ſeldom. The Biſhops were to keep an open houſe to 
receive Abjurations, and to take care beſides that every thing was 
tranſa&ted according to the intention of the Clergy. The ſecond 
thing I mult obſerve is, that where the Dragoons had converted 
any Reformed by the Inhumanities they exerciſed, they immedi- 
ately changed their quarters, and ſent them upon ſuch who per- 
ſevered in their Religion. This order was fo ſtriatly obſerved, 
that it often happened that one ſingle perſon was at laft obliged to 
keep all the Troops, which were at firſt quartered upon all the 
Reformed of a Town ; whereby there was no body, Gy never 
' ſo rich, who could avoid an utter ruin. 3. Whenevek the Ma> 
{ter of a Houſe, or Head of a Family renounced his Religionto 
oet rid of his troubleſome Guelts,that fignify'd very lirtle,for if his 
Wife or any of his Children, or even the meanelt of his Servants, 
per ifted in their profeſſion, or fled away, they ceaſed not to tor- 
ment him till the whole Family had complied. I ſhall obſerve 
in the 4th place, that in order to gain the Reformed, the Miſſio- 
naries iniiſted ar firſt, that they ſhould renounce the Errors of Ca/- 
vin in general,and embrace tie truths taught in theRomiſhChurch 
without entring into any particulars ; and they ſo little minded 
this affair, that they received in ſeveral places the following De- 
claration for a real abjuration of the Reformed Religion. I do 
own and profeſs the Catholick, Apoſtolick and Roman Church, as it 
was in the time of the Apoſtles, and IT renounce and abjure all the ':r- 
rors that have crept inta it ſince that time. But as this complai- 
fance of the Clergy was bur a Snare, they diſcovered ſoon after 
their true intentions, and the Troops returned again, to make 
people ſubſcribe the profeſſion of Faith drawn up by order of 
Pope Pius IV. after the Council of Trent, Their Cruclty did not 
ſtop there ; for they made them ſubſcribe, that of their own accord, 
without any force, compulſion and violence, they had embraced the 
Catholick Faith; whici laſt perſecution occaftioned more miſchief 
than the former. $5- While the Troops were thus ranſacking the 
Provinces of the Kinzdom, carrying Fears and DeſtruQion every 
where, orders were ſent to all the Frontier Places and Sea Ports 
to guard the Paſſages with an extraordinary care, to prevent the 
eſcape of their New Co;zverts ; and t» reader the ſame more difh- 
cult, they were forbidden to ſtir from home upon any pretence 
whatſoever, without a Cerritcate from a Prieſt» The Neigh- 
bouring States were required not to harbour any more Fugitives, 
and to ſend back ſuch as they had already received. - Ar- 
tempts 
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tempts were alſo made to ſeize and carry away ſome who had ef- 


caped into Foreign Countries. 

Whilſt theſe vloody Tragedies were aRing throughout the 
Kingdom, they were conſulting. at Courr, how . to repeal the 
Edit of NVarts, and much time was ſpent in drawing up the new 
Edi, whereby the former was to be made void. They were 
likewiſe very much perplexed concerning the Miniſters of the 
Reformed ; fome were for uſing them as the Laity, in order to 
force them to change their Religion, or to condemn them to a 
perpetual Impriſonment. Others on the contrary were of opi- 
nion, that they ought to be baniſhed, leſt their conſtancy in their 
ſufferings, ſhould be a perpetual exhortation to their Flocks, to 
perſeverein a Dodtrine, for which their Shepherds were Confelfors 
and Martyrs. This latt advice prevailed upon the other, and {6 
the Miniſters were baniſhed, and ordered to depart the Kinzdom 
in a fortnights time, upon pain of the Gallies. 

The Edi@ being at laſt agreed upon, (for it was no eaſy matter 
to put a tolerable varniſh over ſuch a perfidiouſneſs) it was ſigned 
and ſcaled the 18th of Offober 1685, verified in the Parliament on 
the 22d of the ſame month, and immediately forwarded to the 
other Parliaments of France, This Edi& contains a long Preface 
and 12 Articks. In the Preface the King tells the World, that 
Henry the Great, his Grand Father granted rhe Edit of Naury, 
to prevent that-upon account of the Reformed Religion,the Peace 
which he had 7 prgga ro his Subje&s might not be diſturbed , 
and to diminiſh the averſion , which his Subje&s of the two 
Religions had one for anotherj; and that he might more ef- 
fetually apply himſelf to re-unite to the Romiſh Church thoſe 
who upon {o {light pretences had ſeparated themſelves from ir, 
but that his intention had been diſappointed by his untimely 
Dearth. That his Father King Lewis XIII. animated by the 
ſame Spirit and Zeal for Religion, having pacihed the Kingdom 
by the Edi& of Ni/mes in the year 1629, was reſolved to improve 
that Tranquility, and put that pious defign into execution ; but 
that the Kingdom having been almoſt continually diſturbed with 
Wars from the year 1635,to theTruce concluded in the year 1684, 
which he had facilitated wholly to apply himſelf to that grear 
work, and that the greateſt andbeit part of his Subje&ts of the ſaid 
Reblgion AE oraces the Catholick Faith, the ſaid Edi&s 
of Nants and Niſmes were become uſeleſs, and therefore he 
thought fit ro ſuppreſs them, and likewiſe all other Edidts, Decla- 

rations and other things, which might have been tranſa&ed in fa- 
your of the ſaid w—_ By thecirſt Article the ſaid Edits are 


accordingly ſuppretſed to all intents and purpoſes ;z and all the 
Temples, 
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.. 30 
Temples, which were then Randing, were ordered to be forth- 
with razed to the ground. By the ſecond and third, he forbids 
Ul meetings upon account of Religion, or any private or publick 
exerciſe ct the ſame upon pain of corporal puniſhment and confil- 
caticn of Eitate 3 by the fourth all Miniſters are baniſhed and- 
ordered to depart the Kingdom within fifreen days after the pub- 
lication of the faid Edi& upon pain of the Gallies, In the 5th 
and 6th Articles, the King promiſes great rewardsand advantages 
to the Minittcrs, who ſhall change their Religion, to be likewiſe 
continued unto their Widows. By the 7th and 8th Parents are 
torbidden to inftru& their Children in the Reformed Religion, 
and it is exprelly ordered, that all Children born after the pub- 
liſhing of the ſaid Edit ſhall be Chriſtened by a Romiſh Prieſt, 
and brought up in the Catholick Religion, requiring Parents to 
7 ſend them co Church, upon penalty of 500 Livres. The gth gives 
four months time to ſuch Perſons as have departed the Kingdom, 
to return home , and upon failure thereof, crders that their - 
Eftates ſhall be confiſcated. The 1oth forbids all the Reformed 
to depart the Kingdom, or convey away their Wives and Children 
and cftets upon pain of the Gallies, and impriſonment for Wo- 
men. The 11th confirms, all the Declaration given heretofore 
againſt the Relaps, andin the 12th the King declares, *thar ſuch. 
© of his Subjes of the ſaid Reformed Religion, may, till God 
© enlightens them, continue in his Dominions,-carry on their 
* Trade, and enjoy their Eſtate without being moleſted upon 
* account of their Religion, provided they make no exerciſe 
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< thereof. 


The fame day the Edi& aforeſaid was publiſhed, they razed the 
Temple of Charanton, and few days afcer all the other Temples 
that remained ſtanding in the Kingdom. The King publiſhed 
alſo anther Declaration, forbidding the exerciſe cf theReformed 

- Religion on board his Men of War and Merchant Ships, and the 

Lieutenant of the Police in Paris, gave an order forbidding the Re- 

Formed to go to the Foreign Ambaſſadors Chappels upon theſame 
* . Penalties mentioned in the Kings Edict. 

The Miniſters had 15 days allowed them to depart the King- 
dom, bur Monſieur Claude, Minifter of Charanton, was com- 
manded to depart Parzs in 24 hourstime, and one of the Kings 
Footmen was crdered to attend him to the Frontiers. Ir is im- 
poſſible to expreſs the trouble the. Miniiters were put unto, they 
were firſt of all obliged to take Paſſes which were ſometimes de- 
med them till the 15 days mentioned in the Edi& were expired, 
and then they threatned to ſend them to the Galleys, according 
to his Majeſtys Edi, in order to frighten them, and gain them 

| over 
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over to carry away their moveable effe&s, nay they diſpute 
them - their Books and private Papers, and would have pur them 
to the trouble to juſtify, that the ſaid Books and Papers did 
not belong to their Churches, which was a thing impothble, ſee- 
ing there were no Conſitories then ſubſiſting. They were likewiſe 
forbidden to take along with them either Father or Mother, or 
Brother or Siſter, or any of their Kindred, tho there were many ' 
of 'em infirm, decayed and poor, which could nat ſubfift bur by 
their means. They went fo far aseven to deny them their own 
Children, if they were above ſeven years old, nay ſome they took 
from 'em, that were under that age, and even ſuch as yer hanged 
upon their Mothers Breaſts. They refuſed them Nurfes for their 
new born Infants, and ſtopped and impriſoned ſeveral of them 
in their Sea Port Towns or Frontier Places All the French Mini- 
ſters had not however the courage co quit their Country, and being 
on the other {ide tempted with the great offers, that were made 
unto them, ſome few renounced their Religion, and gave a very 
bad example to their Flocks. Moſt of em have repented of their 
weakneſs, and have quitted that Kingdom. . 

The 12th Article of the Edi& aforeſaid was ſo clear and ex- 
preſs, that the Reformed expe&ed an end of rhe violence and 
cruelties of the Dragoons, and that they might ſafely continue in 
France, and enjoy their Eſtates ant! their Religion, provided they 
made no publick exerciſe thereof; bur this was bur a ſnare, and 
the blackeſt pertidiouſneſs that ever was ; for as ſoon as they ſaw 
that the Reformed, relying upon his Majeſty's word, were return- 
ed to their habitations, they quartered Souldiers upon them, and 
uſed them ——_y as they had done before, laughing ac 
their credulity- Some honeſt Roman Carholicks were deceived 
themſelves, and cid not think the Court would have been guilty 
of fo mean a trick. The Duke of Noailles, who commanded the 
Forces in Langredoc, was of that number, and ſent an Expreſs to 
Court to have rhe ſolution of that dithculty 3 whereupon the Mar- 
quis de Louvoys acquainted him with the true intentions of the . 
Mcſt hriftian King im the following, words: T1 am confident that 
the quariering of a pretty good number of Soldicrs upon ſuch of the No- 
bility and others who profeſs fill the Reformed Religion, will unde- 
ceive them and make them ſenſible of the true ſenſe they are to give ta 
the Edi*F drawn wp by Monſieur de Chateauneuf, and his Majefl 
deſires that you ſhew your ſelf very ſevere, ag 1inſt ſuch who will be the 
lajt profeſſors of a Religion that he hates, and the exerciſe of which he 
has prohibued in his Kingdom. The Duke cf Noailles was aſhamed 
of tius baſe artifice, and in his own vindication thewed this anſwer 
to ſeveral Parſons, who — might have believed that the 
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& uelties committed un Langwedoc after the publiſhing of the Edit 
afore-mentioned, were not approved by the Court. The fame 
Loavoss ſent at that time this general order to all the officers of 
the King's Troops, that they might nor be remiſs in their cruel- 
ties, as the Duke of Noailles had been. His Majeſty's pleaſure is, 
that you exerciſe the laſt Rigors againſt ſuch, who will not embrace his 
Religion, and ſuch who bave the Sottiſh Glory to be the laſt, muſt be 
#ſed with the laft ſeverity, 

Thus the 12th Article of the Edi&, which in expreſs terms pro- 
miſed a full Liverty of Conſcience to, ſuch who {till perfſifted in. 
the Reformed Religion, proved but a baſe ſnare to. catch ſuciz 
who had made their eſcape, and who were wandring on Moun- 
tains and Forefts, till they could find an opportunity to go into 
Foreign Countries. This Perſecution was ſo general, that no bo- 
dy was exempted from it, beſides Monſieur Dzqazeſne, one of the 
Vice-Admirals, not ſo much in conſideration of his ſervices, as 
for fear that he would retire into Foreign Countries, and diſcover 
the true condition of the French Fleet, and of all their Sea affairs. 
The Duke of La Force had firit of all his Children taken away, 
and was confined to a Monaſtery, inſomuch that at lait he yield- 
ed, but no hard uſage was able to overcome the conſtancy of the 
Dutcheſs, who, after having tired out the cruelty of her Perſecu- 
ters, obtained leave to come over .into England, few days afcer the 
death of her Husband, which hapned about Eaſter laſt ; God ha- 
ving given him the grace to repent of his weakneſs, and todye in 
the profeſſion of the true Religion, | 
*& To conclude this Article of the Perſecution of the French Re- 
formed, I ſhall add in this place, that about that time it was 
confidently reported, both in France and foreign Countries, © thac 
© the Clergy being inraged at the reſiſtance and obſtinacy, as they 
* call d it, of the Reformed, and that they could not hinder their 
© eſcape, tho all poſſible means were made uſe of, repreſented to 
* the King, that nothing but a general Maſſacre could compleat 
* that great work : That orders wete given out accordingly, but 
"that a certainPrince having notice thereof,had courage enough to 
*{peak to his moſtChriſtianMajeſtyjabout it,and was ſo happy as to 
© perſwade the King to the contrary, wheteupon the orders were 
*recalled. Some have given the honour of it co the late Prince of 
* Cende, others to the late Prince of Com, but tho this was report- 
ed.for a certain truth, I won't infilt upon it, and things of this na- 
ture require more poſitive proofs. 
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The Perſecution in the 
Principality of Orange. 


T He Perfecution was too violent to be reſtrained in the Domi- 
nionsot the French King, and therefore it entered the Prin- 
cipality of Or.enge, and the Valleys of Piedmont, as we ſhall ob- 
ſerve in its place. | ; 
The Principality of Orange lies in France, bounded to the Weſt 
by the River Rhoxe, which ſeparates it from the Languedoc, and 
to the North, Eaſt and South by Dauphine and Provence. I 
have already mentioned how the French King,againſt all manner 
of juſtice, ſeized the fame during the minority of his Majeſty of 
Great &ri:ain,to whom it belongs ; it was reſtored, and ſeized a- 
again upon account of the War which broke out in the year 1672, 
bur at laſt it was again reſtored by the Treaty of Nimeghen. That 
Principality lying in Fraxce, the French Reformed retired thither 
as to a Santuary in time of Perſecution, but the Parliamerit of 
Orange, remembring how fevyerely they had been uſed in the year 
1682 upon that pretence, and fore-ſeeing the ftorm with which 
they were threatned, gave ſeveral Arreſts in the year 1685, com- 
manding the French Refugees to depart that Principality, and 
ſent Officers from-Houſe to Houſe , in order to diſcover if any 
one remained there contrary to their prohibition, Their precau- 
tion however was uſelefs, tor the Biſhop of Orange writ to the 
French Court, that there were above 10000 PFreich Refugees in 
Orange, and above 60 Miniſters who preached upon the Ramparts 
of the City. This advice was notoriouſly falſe, but as the Court 
wanted bur a pretence , the Count de Grignan, the King's Lieu- 
tenant in Provence, with Intendant 4o#avr, received orders to re- 
pair immediately ro Orange, with one Troop of Horſe Guards, 
and another of Dragoons. They complained in civil terms that 
they. had y” a retreat to the King's Subje&s, and delired that 
they would command chety to depatrt the Principality. They an- 
ſwered,that what they defired had been already done,and the Ar- 
reſts of Parliament were produced. The Magiſtrates told them, 
further, that they would make a'new ſearch to endeavour to find: 
out if there were any of 'em hid. The Count de Grignan and the. 
Intendant ſeemed very well pleaſed with the Condu& of the Man 
giſt.ates, and having aſſured them of the King's favour, and that, 


they would ſend a favourable account to Court, they went away, 
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having tarry & about 24 hours in the City, and their Troops ha- 
ving coinmtted no manner of diſorders. Every body thought tha 
the Count de Grignan was fincere, and did not difſemble on this 
occaſion, and I am iaclined ro believe-ſo too my felf ; but what- 
ever it be, the night after his departure the City of Orange was 
;3nveſted by the Queen's Regiment of Dragoons commanded by 
the Count de Teſſe , who poſted Guards upon all the Avenues, 
that no body within the Town could make their eſcape. He 
ent likewiſe at the ſame time ſome Detachments to inveit Conr- 
tez0n and Jonguicrs, two ſmall Towns belonging to- the Princi- 

ality. | 

n The Inhabitants of Orange, who entirely rely'd upon the word 
of Monſieur de Grignan, were mightily ſurprized the next murn- 
ing, when they ſaw thew City inveſted, and the Count de Teſſe 
entering the ſame with ſeveral Troops of Dragoons, which were 
drawn up in the publick places, while the reſt kept the Avenues 
without. That General proteſted at firſt, that he had no orders 
eicher to raze the Temzles, or diſturb the exerciſy of their 
Religion, and that he was only come to'compel the Subjects of the 
King, his Maliter, to return home, requiring the Magiſtrates to 


give hima Liſt of the cn that he might give them Paſſes. This 


proteſtation of Monſieur de Tefſe, revived a little the Inhabitants 
of Orange, who exaaly complied with his demands, making ſe- 
veral Liſts of all the French King's Subje&s, who were in theit 


| City, together with an account of their Ages, Quality, Profeſſion, 


and the time fince they were arrived there. Theſe Liſts were de- 
livered to the Count de Teſſe, who delivered Paſles for thoſe who 
were nominated therein, except to Monſieur de Vignoles, a Mini- 


ſter in the Lower Langaedoc, upon pretence that he would ſpeak 


with him. Some time after he ſent for the ſaid Vignoles , and all 
cther Miniſters to the Biſhop's Palace, where they repaired ac- 
cordingly, with a great crowd of people, who were very impa- 
tient to know the event of this affair. He received them in the 

Fall of the Biſhop, who ſtood to his Right, and another Biſhop 
in a Lay habit, to his Left, and made-them the following Speech. 
Gentlemen, you have had the misfortune to diſpleaſe the King, and you 
_ , Sir, (ſpeaking to Monſieur P#tir, one of the Miniſters.) 
04 have done five hundred Aftions more impertinent one than the other 
41d I ſhall have no credit, or elſe you ſhall be hang'd. Go all ro Priſon. 
Then dire&ing his diſcourſe co rhe Magiſtrates, he added, Gen- 
tlemen, T forbid you in the Kings name, to make any'exerciſe of your 
Religion for the future in this Principality upon painof death This 
Brute having finiſhed this Oration, ordered an Officer to carry 
the Miniflers to Priſon, and recommended him loudly in preſence 
of 
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of all rhe SpeRators, to take cate tnat they ſhould be pat in th® 
dackeit holes of the Priſon, TheMinilters being thus impriſc ned» 
the Count de Teſſe ſ:t Guards about the Temples, and che nt 
morning cauſed the ſame to be demoliſhed. -All the: Dragucus 
then entered the Towa, and remained there for ſ:venteen day:, 
quartered upon Proteſtants and Papiſts, without forcing any bod y 
to go to Maſs, The reaſon of this long delay was, thac the 
deatiz of rhe Chancellour of France had cauſed ſome interruption 
in the publick Afﬀeairs, but that term Te expired, an Expreſs 


brought orders to the ſaid Monſieur de Tefſe, containing, that the 
Reformed of the Principality of Orange ſhould be c om:elled to re-unite 
themſelves to the Church, by the ſame means that were uſed in the 
King s Dominioas, 

Orders were never better obſerved than theſe. The Dragoons 
were immediately removed from the Papiſts to Proteſtants, 
where they committed for a fortnight all the inhumanities they 
had exerciſed in France, without any reſpett to the age and qua- 
lity of Perſons, that is, they plundered, on deftroyed, beat, 
hang d, raviſhed, as-they had done in Languedoc, and ocher Pro- 
vinces, and carried away the Minitters of the Principality, whom 
they detained cloſe Prifoners at Pierre Exciſe near Lyons, ill 
after the Peace of Reſwick, 

The Prince of Orange having advice thereof, complained of 
that unparallell'd injuſtice to the States of Holland, and to the 
Court of England, and delired fatisfaRion for the ſame ; but not- 
withſtanding the Intercetfſion of the late King Fames, and the 
States General, the Court of France would never be perſiwaded 
to hearken to —— and Moderation. The French, it ſeems, 


thought themſelves then above the reſt of Mankind, and free 


from the Rules of Equity. 


Neſcia mens homiaum Fati ſortiſque future; 
E - modaum rebus ſublata Se Hh h ; 


They thought very little then, that there. would be a Treaty of I 
Peace concluded in the Palace of that very Prince, for whom they 
had ſo littke regard, and that they ſhould.be forced ro own the in- 
juftice of chis uſurpation. What the French Court could ſay to. 
juſtify their proceedings, I don't know, bur ſure I am, that they- 
flatly denied to give any fatisfation to his Highneſs, as the-Rea- 
der may ſee by the fellowing Copy of a Letter written bythe Earl 
of Sunderland, to his Majeity, then Prince of Orange. 
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1hitchall, February 12, 1635. O. S. 


3tr,, 
<] Have acquainted rhe King with what your Highneſs was 
* pleaſed ro write to me in your Lerter of the 12th IV. $, yp- 


* on which his Majelty commanded me to ſend to your Highneſs, 
* a Copy of Sir William Trumball's laſt Memorial, and to aſſure 
* your Highnels, that his Majeſty has doneWhar he could poſſibly 
* thir:k fit co do in the affair of Orange towards your ſatis fattion, 
* having ſpoke to the Ambaſſador of the French King here, as 
* warmly as his Envoy had order to ſpeak there. And he does 
* now duire to know what your Highneſs would have done far- 
* ther, being very intent upon doing all he can. Ir 1s a great 
- © mortification to me, thar a-buſine(s which paſſes through my 

* hands, and that is of ſo great concern-to your Highneſs, ſhould 
*bave ſuch ill ſucceſs If any pains or endeavours of mine could con- 
*cribute to your ſervice, I ſhould think them all well employed, 
* wiſhing for nothing ſo much in the World, as to be able to ler 
*7our Highreſs ſee, how zealouſly and how truly I am 


Tour Highneſs's moFt Faithful, moſt Humble, 
and moſt Obedient, Servant, 
| Sunderland P, 


The Miniſters of the Principality, afrer a-twelye years impri- 
fonment, were ſet at liberty npon the concluſion of the late Peace, 
atid ſent back to Orange, where they were received by the Inha- 
bitants with all imaginable demonſtrations of yoy; and as the 
pretended coaverhion of the latter was but an effe& of the cru- 
elties of the Dragoons, they had no ſooner the liberty to breath a 
free air, but they declared and teftify'd their abhorrence for the 
Romiſh Idolatry, and all of em' returned.to the profellion of the 
Proteftant Religion, except two perſons, who had made chem- 
ſelves ſo infamous, and were guilty ot fo many Crimes againſt 
their Prince,that they durit not continue in his Dominions; It was 
obſervable alſo, that ſeveral ancient Papifts embraced the. 
Proteſtant Religion, which {heweth how little reaſon the Church 
of Rome has to boaſt of the pretended cenverſion of tie Reformed 


in Fraxce.. 
The Eng!i/h themſclves who were ſertled in Fraxce upon ac- 


count of their Commerce, were not exempted from this general 
Perſecution; but becauſe I muſt haſten to a cencluſfton, I 1] forbear 


to enter into any particulars, and content my ſelf with a Para- 
graph 


NLIM 
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graph .out.of the Declaration of War, publiſhed by his preſent 
Majeſty againſt the French King, ay 7. 1689. 
But that which moſt nearly touches us, is his unchriitizn 

* perſecution of many of our Engli/h Proteſtant Subjects in Frarce 
© for matters of Re/igion, contrary tothe Laws of Nations and ex- 
* preſs Treaties, forcing them to abjure their Religion, by ſtrange an1 
* unuſual Creelties, and impriſoning ſome of the Maſters and Sea - 
* men of our Merchant Ships, and condemning others to the Ga/- 
* leys, upon pretence of having on board cither ſome of his own 
* miſerable Proteſtant Subj2&s, or their effefts, 

This ſheweth the great zeal of the French for the converſion of 
the Proteſtants ; and no doubt but upon the leaſt Requeſt, they 
would have willingly ſent over their Booted Millionaries to Con- 


Vert us, 
The Perſecution of the Pauls. 


FAving given 1n the beginning of this Book an account of tic 

* Maſſacre in the Valleys of Piedmont in the year 1655, and 
how the Vaudors were reſtored by the interceilion of the Proteſtant 
Princes, and eſpecially by the threats of the Prote&or of En2/4ad, * 
I'muſt proceed now to preſent the Reader with a ſhort Hiitory 
of the perſecution they underwent in the year 1686, 

The great Services the Yaxdois had done to the preſent Duke 
of Savey, in the War which he had with the Genoeſes in the year 
1672, made them hope that their Tranquility would be unaitera- 
ble, under the Government of his Royal Highneſs, and the fol- 
Jowing Letter which their Prince ſent them on that occaſion, was 
very proper toinſpire them with thoſe ſentiments. 


To oxr moſt dear and faithful Subjets, the Communities of the T'al - 
leys of Lucern, Peyroulſe, aud St Martin, and of the Duarters 
of Praruſtin, St Bartholomew, and Roche-plarte. 


The Duke cr Savoy, Prince of Piedmont, King of Cyprus, &c, 


Moſt Dear and Faithfui, , 
cREing very well pleaſed with theZeal andReadineſs with which 
* you have provided men, who have ſerved us to our entire 
* fatisfation in the War we had againſt the Genoeſes, we have 
© chought fit by theſe preſents to teſtify unto you our good liking * 
*thereof, and to afſure you that we will keep ir in particular re- 
; | © mem- 
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c e ; 

« membrance, to make you fſerfible on all occafions of the effe& 
- of our Royal Prote&ion, whereof Count Bocaria,our Intendant, 
* ſhall give you a more full intormation, having commanded him 
* to expreſs to you our ſentiments more at large, and alſo to take 
* a Liit of the Officers and Soldiers, and likewiſe of ſuch whoare 
* dead, or remain Priſoners, and report the ſame unto us, to the 
* end, that we may have due regard thereunto. In the mean 
, time theſe Preſents ſhall ſerve you for an aflured Teſtimony of 


* our fatjsfaciion and good will rowards you.  VVe pray God to 


* preſerve you from evil. 
Turin, November 5, 1672. 


The Yaudois affiited likewiſe the Dake in the ſuppreſſion of the 
Rebellion of the Afosdovians in the year 1681 and 1684, for which 
they received from him publick acknowledgments ; but as per- 
ſecution ard ingratitude are etlential to Popery, thoſe great ſer- 
vices were forgotren, and the poor YVa»dois were as barbarouſly 
uſed as the French Proteſtants. | 

The perſecution of the Reformed in. Fraxce, obliginz a. great. 
n:jmber of 'em to quit that Kingdom, ſeveral made their eſcapes 
inco the Vaileys of Piedmont, where they ry to find a San&tu- 
ary, butthey were ſoon diſappointed of that hope, the Governor 
of the ſaid Valieys having towards the end of the year 1685, 
publiſhed an order, forbidding all Foreigners to inhabit the ſame, 
and to remain there above three days without his leave, and the 
Inhabitants were by the ſame order prohibited to lodge or en- 
rertain them upon ſevere penalties. This prohibition made the 
Faudois ſuſpicious that. ſome foul delay or other was hatching 
azaintt them. They were not long in ſuſpence ; for on the 1it of 
February, 1686, the Duke of Savoy pond an -Edi&Q, whereby 
he re-called and made void and null all the concefſions granted 
by himſelf or his Predeceflors to the Fandois, His Royal High- 
n:6& followivg the example, gratitude and {ſincerity of his moſt 
Chrittian Majeity, ſer forth that che reaſons which had induced 
his Predece{lors to tolerate rhe exerciſe of the Reformed Religion 
in the Yallevs are ceaſed, and eſpeciaily fince the moſt Chriſtian 
King by his Heroick Piety, hasre-united all his Subjetts of the (aid Re- 
{ gioa to the Catholick Church 3 and then forbid upon pain of 
death, all his Subje#s of the ſaid Reformed Religion, to continue 
the exereiſe cchereof,, and ro merc together upon that pretence, 
ordering and commanding , that all their Temples ſhould be 
»forthwith razed to theground. He forbids. them likewiſe upon 
the ſaine Penalties, to keep any Schools for the inſtruction of 


tizzir Youth, and commands them to carry their Children ro the 
Pricit 


Vilas 
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_ 
Prieſts of their reſpeRive Pariſh, io order i be Chriftened by 
them, and brought up in tho Romiſh Religion, u lin af be. 
ing ſene for Era years to the Galleys for men, amen to 
Fre Miniders and School-maſters upon refuſal of imbracing 
the Romiſh Religion, are ordered to depart the dominions of his 


Highneſs in EIS, upon * ny of Death, and confiſcation of 
uch Mini 


their Eftates ; but ers who ſhall turn Roman Catho- 
licks are promiſed Penſions ot one third greater value than thoſe 
they had as Miniſters, and that one half of the ſame ſhall be conti- 
nued to their Widows. ; 

'Tis impoſſible to expreſs the ſurprize of the Yaudeis, when they 
heard the firſt news of this cruel Edit, They met immediately 
together, to adviſe what meaſures to take in that difficult junRure, 
and reſolved to ſend ſome Deputies to the Duke of Savoy, toen- 
deavour to obtain the revocation of the ſaid Edi. The ſaid De- 
puns being admitted to Audience, ſet forth the innocence of the 

axdois, and their ancient Priviledges, which had been confirm'd 
py Royal Highneſs; they repreſented with a profound reſpe&, 
their Fidelity and great Services , and put him in mind of the 
fair promiſes that had been made unto them but two or three 
years before, and the aſſurances of his Prote&iun, and that he 
would maintain them in all their Priviledges and Liberties. The 
Duke told the Deputies, that he would conſider of theirRepreſen- 
tation, and return an Anſwer in 8 days, but that he deſired in $she 


mean time, that the © Yandois ſhould not exerciſe their 


Religion. They conſented thereunto , in hopes that their com- 
plaiſance would be a means to obtain Juſtice; but afrer having 
waited three weeks , the Council of Txrin made this ſhort An- 
{wer ; That their Prince would be obeyed, and that they were to - (ub 
wit to his late Fditt. 

The Deputies being returned home, the Yaudois met again, 
and having confidered the injuſtice of that prohibition, reſolved 
to continue the publick exerciſe of their Religion, notwith{tard- 
ing the Edict of their Soveraign, and made preparations to defend 
themſelves iy caſe of any attack. The Duke, who had foreſeen 
that this Warlike people were like to oppoſe Force with Force, 
thought his Troops were not ſtrong enough to ſubdue them, and- 
therefore called to his affiitance about 10000 French, under the 
Command of Monſieur de Catinat, who had their Rendezvous 
in the Valley of Peroxſe, andthe Savozards in the Valleys of L:- 
GCEFRE. 

The Reformed Cantons of Swiſſerland having advice thereof, 
held an Aflembly at Baden,in the month of Febraary 1686, where- 
1n it wasTeſolved to ſend Ambaſſadors to the Court of Tyrin, 
ro intercede for the Yaudozs, They repreſented to the Duke, that 
the Cantons concerned themſelves in that affair , not only as pro- 
felling the ſame Religion as the YVaxdois, but alſo becauſe they 
were Mediators of the Patents / c—_ in their behalf in the _ 
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Ig 56 and 1653. T1t Court of Twin diſputed: not the: reaſons 
alledged by rhe Depuries of the Cantons, 'but'told them, that. the 
engagements wherein.the Duke of Savoy had'entered with the: King of 
France vppojcd the ſucceſs of their negotiation, The Deputics pre- 
ſented anorher Memorial,  ſhzwing that the Predeceflors of. his 
Royal Righneſs had engaged their word to ſeveral. Soveraigns, 
and in particuſar t the Reformed Cantons, for the execution of the 
Priviledges granted tothe Vardoss, and that therefore the new en- 
gagzements cf the Duke of Savoy with France were not ſuiſicient to 
excuſe what he did. - They added ſeveral other reaſons, t {hew- 
what diſreputation the violation of his Oath would bring upon 
him ; and laſtly, that it was inconſiſtent with his intereſt to de- 
{troy an-induitcious people, who were ready to ſerve him upon 
every occaſion ; bur neither the reaſons of the Ambaſſadors, nor 
their prefling Sollicitation, nor .iche interceſſion of many other 
Proteitant Princes, wereable to obtain the revocation of the cru- 
el Edi& afore-mentioned, which confirmed the world, that the 
Dake of Savoy was in ſome manner forced to extirpate the YVas- 
dois,andtheMarquis of SrThomas one of hisMiniſters of State,ſwore 
to the Ambaſladors, that the Duke could not revoke his Edie, 
becauſe he was not Maſter of it ; but that he was willing to ac- 
cept of ſome Expedients, and even to give the Vandois Liberty to 
retire our of his Dominions, and to dipole of their effe&s. This 
opened a new Negotiation, which at laſt produced nothing at all, 
ſo thar the French Army under Carinat attacked the Valleys of 
Perouſe and St Martin, April 22, 1686. and that of Savoy thoſe of 
Lncern and Angro-ne upon the very ſame day. 

Tho the Vaudo:s were but a handful of men in compariſon of 
the French and Savoyards, they made ſo vigorous a reſiſtance, 
- andkiild fo many of their men, that 'tis likely their Enemies 
could not have canquer'd them, had they not joyned- fraud and 
deceit to their force, Don Gabrielof Savey, Unkle to the preſent 
Duke, and General of his Forces, and the Marquis de Parella, in- 
viied them to ſubmit, and engag:d their oath and promiſe, with 
the Dukes approbacion, that they ſhould be pardoned, and "that 
Their Perſons, their Wives and Children ſhould not be rouchr. 
Monſieur Catinar ſwore the ſame thing, and added in his French 
Language, that tho his whole Army ſhould paſs by. their Houſes, 
they ſhould not k1/ ſo much as a Chicken, Theſe promiſes confirmed 
by Oath, perſwaded the. poor Yaxdois to lay down their Arms, 
and notwithſtanding a long and fatal experience ought to have 
convinc'd them that perfidiouſneſs is inſeparable from Popery, and 
char therefore the Word or Oath of a Papiſt is nothing but cheat 
. and deceit, they were once more deceived, and ſubmitted tothe 
rerms propoſed by thoſe worthy Generals. The Papiſts no ſooner 
faw that poor people diſperſed and returned to their Habitati- 
ons , but they fell up>n them, and ſhewing themſelves the true 
Of-ſpring of that Creature, whach the Scripture calls 4 Lyar _ 4 
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Iaurtherer from the beginning they committed ſo many barbarities up. 
on all perſons of all Age,Sex,andCondirian, that hence moreand'1r 
the Attainder of the Nero s, Domitians, and uther Primitive Per- 
ſecutors. | 

I muſt here avoid to enter into particulars, becauſe I muſt ha- 
ſten to a Concluſion ; and beſides, I ſhould be forced to repeat 
what I have already ſaid of the various Torments they had 
praiced in France ; for they were made uſe of in the Valleys, 
and ſomewhat refin'd. The audois ſhewing more Courage than 
the French Proteſtants had done, refuſed to renounce their Reli- 
gion, ſo that a world were murthered in cold Blood, and the reſt 
were committtd into the naſty Priſons of Carmagnole, Verceil, and 
other Places. Some few who made their eſcape, aſſembled again 
in the-Mountains, and maintained ſo vigorous a War, that the 
Duke of Savdy was very glad at laſt to treat with them jby the 
Mediation of the Reformed Cantons, and gave them leave to de- 
part his Dominions, obliging himſcif co releaſe their Priſoners, 
which were reduced to about 2000 Men, Women, and Children, 
the reſt having been murdered in their Priſons, by the hard uſage 
they met, and want of Vituals. The Duke was likewiſe obliged 
by the ſaid Treaty, &c. Thar the ſaid Yaxdois ſhould retire with 
their Arms, that their Priſoners ſhould be cloathed, conduRed, 
and have their charges born to the Frontiers of Swiſſer/and, where 
the Cantons ſhould cauſe them to be received. and conduRed into- 
the heart of their Country; which lai Clauſe was long debated, 
the- Duke of Savoy inſiſting, that che Cantons ſhould oblige them . 
ſelves to prevent the return cf the Vaudois into their Valleys. 
As he knew better than any body theCourage of that people,and 
how much they loved their Country , the world was con- 
vinced two years after that his ſuſpicions were not groundleſs, for 
the Vaudois headed by the famous Montieur Arnaxd, one of their 
Miniſters, whois now in England, croſſed the Lake of Geneva,and 
forced their way into their Valleys, beating the Frexch and Savoy- 
ards who oppoſed their paſſage, where about one thouſand men 
maintained the War againſt the power of Frazce andSavoy, till rhe 
Duke cieclared for the Allies. 

I will not attempr here to give an account of the wonderful 
Actions of that People, I hear an exa@ account of em is already 
in the Pceſs, written by an Eye-witneſs, and therefore I conclude 
this Article with this obſervation, that of all the Enemies of 
France, the Yaudois alone have, during the late War, raiſed year- 
ly concribations upon the French, by approbation of the French 
King and his Generals, and that tis owned that above 20000 of 
their men have perithed by their means. 

The Duke of Savoy having made a ſeparate Treaty with Fraxce, 
and obliged himſelt co baniſh out of the Valleys ſuch Inhabitants 
thereof, as were formerly Subje&s to Fraxce, molt of thoſe Y a«- 
dess, who had doe im {ſo great. ſervices, were forced to retire a- 


ain into Swiſſe//32d, 2d are now ſettling themſelves in Germany - 


y the charitavie contributions of all the Proteſtant States 
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| _ CHAP. III. pe | 
An Account of the continuation of the Perſecution m France, and of the preſent Con- 
-. wition of the Proteſtants in that Kingdom ' © © 
He Perſecution-of thePtench Reformed did not end in the year 1685, 
| 'T for it wasrenewed aboutEafter 1686 with more ſeverity than ever. The 
Clergy had flattered themleives, rhar after the ſeverities I have men- 
tioned in the foregoingChaprer;every body would ſubmit to theEmpire of 
their Bloody Babilon , but when they ſaw the conſtancy of rhe Con- 
 feſfors, and the repentance of their New Converts, who. every where de- 
clared their abhorrence of the Romiſh Idolatry,they were iaraged againſt 
them. The Dragoons were again ent agent them to extoxt Confeſli- 
ons, that they had voluntarily imbraczd the Cazbolick Religion, and 
force them to perform all the Duties of the Roman Catholicks, that 1s,to 
go to Maſs, to Confeſs, and receive their pretended Sacrament, They 
dragged them to the Churches, and there moſt cruelly beat them, with- 
our any reſpett for a place, which ought ro be ſacred to them, to force 
them to receive the Hoſt, which acccr..ing to their principles, is an un- 
parallelFd impiery, and plainly diſcovers, that the Clergy of France in 
general, are a pack of Atheiſts and villanous Fellows,worthy of the hatred 
and ſcorn of all the World; for what or!::r opinion can we have of that 
bloody Crew, when we ſee, that they protane at that rate, what they 
profeſs to believe to be the true body of Chriſt. | 
As the Proteſtants had an utter averſion for ſo great an abomination, 
it hapned in ſeveral places,they vomited up and ſpit out the Hoſt, which 
the Prieſts thruſt by force down their Throats. The Widow of theMini- 
ſter of Miremont in Guienne having done fo, the Prieſt exclaimed; Oh 
unhappy wretch, what have you done ? you have ſpit out your God, If youhad 
murthered 60000 men, you would not be jo guilty,and yet he was himielf the 
occaſion of it. Some few Roman Carholicks, contidering the impiery 
of thoſe forced Communions, could not forbear to blame ir, bur the 
Council of Conſcience, and the Biſhops were ruled by a quite diffe- 
rent Divinity. The Biſhop of Sz. Pons alone had Religion and Courage 
enough to oppoſe that grear prophanation, tho withour any ſuccels; 
and becauſe I love to do juſtice to every body, V'1l inſett here part of 
the Letter he writ to the Commander in chief of the Freach Troops in 
Languedoc in the year 1687 ; and becauſe heſpeaks therein of ſome peo- 
ple being pur to death upon this very account. 
; © The. Church has beenalways very tender and careful about the ad- 
, miniſtration of the Mof? Holy, that Dogs may not receive it, that is , that 
, unbelievers and ſinners may not be admitted to participate of it, till 
, the former have given a ſufficient evidence of their Faith, and the lat- 
ter of theirRepenrance. Nevertheleſs, Sir, you make uſe of the Kings 
. Troops, to compell every body to approach the Lords Table withour 
, any diſtinction. They have put ro Death ſore of thoſe impious perſaqns, 
, who ſpit out and trample under foot the Euchariſt ; = is not Chrift 
_ more offended by ſuch, who violently force him down the Throat of Infidels and 
— Sinners, ſuch as are, by your own Confeſſion, many of thoſe whom your 
. Troops compel ro communicate ? This is the abomination of De- 
folation, and all Chriſtians ought to ſhed Tears and proſtrate them- 
ſelves before his divine Majeſty, who is ſo highly offended by fomany 
\ Prophanations and Sacriledges. Do not deceive your fe Sir, and 
Fancy your ſelf innocent, becauſe, as you tell me, you are not con» 
, cerned therein, otherwiſe than for executing the .orders of Bifheps and - 
: | Priefls; this-is an illuſion that the leaſt uſe of your zeaſon may diſſipate. 
You ought ro write to. Court; happy if you ate'di | or otherwiſe 
ilf uſed for ſo glorious atauſe &. 
This diſpoſition of the New Converts being fuch, all the Priſons in 
Franc* were ſqon crowded with Priſoners, who were accuſed either of 
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- or to have been atſome Religious Aﬀemblies, to-pray wh pr 


| od in their 
own way. This laſt Crime was ſo highly reſented, that a world of Peo- 
ple havebeen murthered upon this account, and I cannot forbear to 
mention here, that Juſtice forgot on this occaſion irs uſual Clemency, 


'for tho'tis the common prattice of all Nations to reprieve a Woman 


with Child, till ſhe is brought to Bed, notwithſtanding her Crime be 
never ſo great, they put to death in France ſeveral women big with Child, 
becauſe they had been at ſome meetings. Thus the Wife of one Mr G- 
ches an Inhabirant of Cevernes, being convicted of having. been prefen: 
in one of thefe meetings was hanged, tho ſhe was gone above jive 
months, and thereby an Infant was condemned to dye before it was born, 
becauſe his mother had carried him in her womb, ro an Aﬀ/embly where 
they-committed no other Crime, butto pray to God, notwithitanding 
the prohibition of Men. 

The greateſt care of the Perſecutors was to overcome the conſtancy 
of Confeſſors,I mean thoſe-brave and generous Souls, who had ſuffer'd the 
loſs of their Eſtates, and all the Torments rhar the malice: of men could 


* Invent, withour ſtaggering in rhe leaſt.” They put them in the darkeſt 


Priſons, and uſed them with ſuch inhumanities - that no man can de- 
ſcribe ; and becauſe I have not room to enlarge upon this Article, P11 
content my ſelf with one inſtance, wheaghy the Reader may judge of 
all others. , 

One of the moſt cruel Priſons that was made uſe of, was the Hoſpital 
of Yalence in Dauphine ; for the Biſhop of thar place, the moſt crue! Pei- 
ſecutor that ever was, (the ſame who at the head of the Clergy exrolled 
ſo much the clemency of the French King in converting his SubjeQ:) 
had appointed for Overſeer of that Hoſpital, one Rapine, whoſe Meri? and 
Zeal he*had been acquainted with, while they were Servants in the Fami]) ,- 
af a Prince, he as Chaplain, and Rapine as Fiddler. Whatever it be, the 


Biſhop ſet himup for a Conyerter, and he made ſuch a gong in that - 
' 


Science; that they ſent him the moſt obſtinate Huguenors from the Neigh- 
bouring Provinces to convert them. The method-he uſed were indeed 
very ſingular, as the Reader may ſee by the following aczount of the 
Torments one Mr Menuret, an Advocate of Mowtelimay 1n Dauphine. 

This Gentleman was one of the Elders of the Proteſtant Church in that 
place,and when theDragoons came to Convert 'em, he made it his buſineſs 
ro £0 from Houſe to Houſe, to exhort them ro ſtand firm in their Prc- 


n. The Governour cauſed him to be taken up, and kept him Priſoner | 


for three months, in one of the Rooms of the Caſtle , afrer which -1 e 
received orders to put him into a dark and naſty hole. This being nor 
able to overcome him, they took him - out 6 months after very much 
fwoln, and ſent him to Rapize, who welcom'd him with theſe words, 1: 
it thou who haſt been ſos months in Priſon ? Tou may ſay nin?, anſwered Mr M.- 
n&ret, without being daunted in the leaſt. Wel , wel, "reply'd Rapine, 
frowning upon him, we ſhall ſee whether thou wilt prove ſo obſtinate under my 
care. He put him.in a ſtinking place juſt above the fink of all the fil- 

ine(s of the Hoſpital, and gave him. only a ſhort Plank to lye pon. 
There is in thathortid hole akind of Window, thro which the. Priſoners 
may 00% into the Chappel whenthey ſay Maſs, and Ropine tried. all pof- 
ſible means to bring ham to that Window, bug bis endeavours proving 
vainh he relolyell ts 2 more effeftual way for his Converſign. He 
brought 5 inco the rt, and ty'd him to a Mulbury-tree%in - ſuch a 
manner, that his Toes could hardly reach $s ground, and afterwards 

torn bis. Cloaths and apy Wi 
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with an: znparaliet!'d cruelty till they were weary themſelves. They 
rod fogns Tams to rake breath, and then bear biup again he was 4 
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moſt dead. Rapine continued this exerciſe for a Fortnighe together, and 
ſometimes twice in a day, which put Mr Menerct to ſuch exquiſite tor- 
ments; that two Capuchm Fryars, who were witneſſes of thar barbariry, 


expreſſed ſome horror againſt it, and deſired Repine to ler him alone, tay- 


ing he was Gods creature as well as they. Gs 

He was ſomewhat better uſed after this concern of the Fryars, bur 
after ten months impriſonment, and ſeveral forts of rorments that were 
tryed to convert him, it pleaſed God to free him from thoſe Monſters, 
and to crown his ſuffering. The Biſhop of Yalence came to viſit him, 
but having not been able to perſwade him, that Cannibal told Rapine, 
that he alone wasable to overcome his obſtinacy, and fo that cruel! Man 
with the two Companions of his cruelties went into the Priſon, being 
reſolved to try the laſt remedies. 'Tis not known, what they did there, 
but from the outcry of the poor Martyr , which were heard by other Pri- 
ſoners and Servants in the Hoſpiral, tis concluded that they uſed tome 
new and 


thoſe x returning again two hours after to the Priſon to renew 
their converting argument, they found him dead, and fo out of their 
power. 

A grext number of People dyed in the hands of this monſter, and 
ſome had the courage and gth-coreſiſt, and:among others ewoGen- 
tlewomen whom I have ſeen gag, who gave me the account of Mr 
agg Sufferings, and ſev er particulars too long t9 be inſerted 

m | 


c | | 
Some of the Confeſſors, who were proof againſt their cruelkies, were 
hipp'd off for the French Plintations-in Americs to be there Slaves, bur 
this ſeverity making too great 2 noiſe, the others who were ſtil} Priſon- 
ers In France, were vanes the Kingdom. : 

As to the reſt of the New Converts, as they call them, they have enjoy'd 
in ſome places a fort of Tranquility during the late War, but the Peace 
was no Shiner proclaimed, but the Clergy reſumed their formerCruelties, 
and have obtained of the French King a more awple power to torment 
them thanthey ever had before, norwithſhnding the Proteſtant Princes 
had inneegid in their behalf, by a Memorial delivered 'by their Mini. 
ſters to the French Plenipoteariaries at Reſwick. They have taken their 
Children from them ; they ruin them by fineS and impriſonments, and 
they are threatned with a worſe treatment unleſs they comply with the 
Kings command, to uſe their own Phraſe. Their Galleys are crowded 
with people accuſed of having afliſted in fome meerinFyto pray to God, 
or to have gone to Orange on the ſame purpoſe : ſeveral perſons 
have been pur to dearth for the ſame account, and amongſt others Mon- 
fieur Brouſon, 2 Miniſter, who was broke upon the Wheel at MontpeZicr, 
November 4. 1698, N. S. But the ſubje& being roo large to be treated of 
in the narrow bounds of this Book, I refer it to another, which, 
God willing , I deſign ro publiſh in a ſhort time, and I defire ſuch 
Refugees, who have Memoirs that may be depended upon, and are fit ro 
be communicated to the world, to be pleaſed rocontribure to this work; 
and ſend them to the publiſhers of this Book. | 

Thus TI think I have ſufficiently proved, what I have afferred in the 
beginning of this Book, viz. that the Perſecution exerciſed. in the pre- 
ſent French Kings Reign, is the moſt unnatural and barbarous that ever ' 
was, and that Popery is the moſt unaccountable SeQ,' that ever appeared 
in the World, as well as the moſt pernicious to Mankind, fro:;n whence 
I conclude, rhat it behoves every - Engliſhman to' have a warchful eye 
on the intr:agves of Papiſts here, who doubtleſs are till carrying on their 
former deſigns again{t us, I mean our Ruin and 'DeftruQtion, which, I 
pray God. we may never give 'em py _— by our unhappy 


eard of forr of torment; which pur an end to his Life, for 
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